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CEMUS - 23 YEARS IN THE MAKING 

2014 MARKED THE 23RD anniversary of 

the student-initiated interdisciplinary 

course “Humanity and Nature”. This 

course was of course the seed that was 

planted in fertile enough soil to lead to 

the creation of the Centre for 

Environment and Development Studies 

(CEMUS), now 18 years old, going on 19.  

The unsustainable and worrisome 

trends in the world that fueled the 

engagement of students and faculty and 

created the impetus to create CEMUS in 

the 1990’s, have unfortunately not been 

turned around. It is becoming 

increasingly clear that the coming 

century will be a century of major and 

perhaps unprecedented challenges and 

transformations. 

Although the allocated budget for 

CEMUS education decreased during 

2014, we have done our utmost to 

continue to provide the highest quality 

transdisciplinary and student-led 

education to as many students as we 

can. When looking back at 2014, it is 

however definitely a year to celebrate. 

Our international reputation continues 

to grow stronger and we are seeing an 

increasing interest from students all 

over the world to come to Uppsala to 

study with us. The university-wide 

project “Active Student Participation at 

Uppsala University”, a novel and unique 

collaboration between CEMUS and the 

Department for Quality Enhancement 

and Academic Teaching and Learning 

(KUUP), was launched and has gotten 

off to a very promising start. Activities 

organized by CEMUS Forum have 

engaged a large number of students, 

faculty and others in the Uppsala region 

and beyond. CEMUS Research School 

(CEFO) has run two new courses, 

organized field trips, seminars while 

attracting a number of new PhD 

students and celebrating the graduation 

of two affiliated students.  

Last but not least, the year has seen the 

emergence of a 10-year series of 

visiting professorships in Climate 

Change Leadership. Based on a 

proposal that grew out of a CEMUS 

course, Uppsala University, with the 

generous support of Zennström 

Philanthropies, are now committed to 

support the development of an 

environment that aims to grapple with 

some of the most pressing questions 

that climate change poses to humanity. 

 

Isak Stoddard and Daniel Mossberg, 

Acting Program Directors, CEMUS 
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I think it is a necessary component for 

university studies. It offers a different 

perspective on many aspects of our life 

style and I think it offers beneficial 

courses regardless of your disciplinary 

background. 

 

 

 

Amazing, The best course I've been 

taking at university. Good articles and a 

lot of action which is unusual to see at 

other courses. I've learned a lot about 

REAL life in this course 

 

About CEMUS in course evaluations 2014 

 

Students in the course Hållbar utveckling A  
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EDUCATION FOR A BETTER WORLD 
CEMUS educational focus is on a comprehensive understanding of our current 

world’s most pertinent survival issues. This demands innovative  teaching methods 

and an interdisciplinary approach.  

A BROAD AND GROWING GROUP of 

students apply to CEMUS education. 

While many of the students have a 

background in the engineering and 

natural sciences, the social sciences and 

the humanities (in fact all faculties at 

both Uppsala University and SLU) are 

represented in the student body. During 

the year of 2014 CEMUS had a total of 

698 registered students in 21 different 

courses. 

Overall, CEMUS' students have been very 

pleased with the education and the 

degree to which the learning outcomes 

have been achieved. For both the spring 

and the autumn semester courses, the 

average overall impression of the 

courses was 4.1 out of five (where 

1=bad and 5=excellent). 

A majority of the students also consider 

that the course they were enrolled in 

provided them with knowledge and 

skills that they think will be useful to 

their future studies or work (4.0 of 5 

both for the spring semester and for the 

autumn semester). Furthermore, out of 

the students that have completed 

course evaluations, 88% would 

recommend the course to a friend.

CEMUS’ primary point of 

departure and approach is 

based on what has become 

known as “education for 

sustainable development”.  

Through democratic, realistic 

and extensive work models, 

this teaching method strives to 

motivate students to heighten 

their critical thinking skills, as 

well as encouraging 

responsibility and engagement 

in the issues of sustainable 

development. 
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NEW INITIATIVES AND PROJECTS 

CEMUS transdisciplinary education and student-centered approach to 

learning was in continuous development during 2014 .

The Continuous 

Development of Active 

Student Participation at 

Uppsala University 

The Project Continuous 

Development of Active 

Student Participation at 

Uppsala University 

started at the beginning 

of 2014 as a result of a 

proposal from students, 

faculty and educational 

developers. It has 

developed into a unique 

collaborative project 

where project assistants 

employed by CEMUS are 

working closely with a 

project-leader at the 

Department of Quality 

Enhancement and 

Academic Teaching and 

Learning (KUUP).  

The project has already 

resulted in a number of 

innovative activities, new 

initiatives and 

publications (upcoming) 

and will continue 

through 2015.

Zennström Visiting 

Professorship and the 

creation of a Climate 

Change Leadership Node in 

Uppsala 

In 2014, Uppsala University 

and Zennström 

Philanthropies reached an 

agreement to develop a 

10-year series of visiting 

professorships in Climate 

Change Leadership, based 

on a proposal that emerged 

from the learning and 

involvement of an 

international network of 

researchers and 

practitioners in the 

interdisciplinary student-

led course at CEMUS: 

Climate Change Leadership 

- Power, Politics and 

Culture.  

With the 10-year series of 

visiting professorships, 

Zennström Philanthropies 

and Uppsala University will 

enable the development of 

an enviromment that will 

directly address some of 

the most challenging 

questions that climate 

change poses to humanity, 

develop novel solutions, 

and enable transformative 

change in the nexus of 

science, policy and 

innovation. Uppsala Centre 

for Sustainable 

Development will serve as 

an enabling platform to 

fully draw upon the breadth 

of Uppsala University, 

the Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences as 

well as other relevant 

partners and stakeholders 

at the local, national and 

international levels.  
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CEMUS FORUM 
Outreach and collaboration is an integral part of the CEMUS model. CEMUS 

Forum arranges conferences, open lectures, film screenings, discussions, 

workshops among other activities. 

MANY OF THE ACTIVITIES of CEMUS 

Forum are co-arranged by students, or 

with community actors. The CEMUS 

Forum also acts as a project platform for 

students who have ideas and visions 

that they want to realize and as an 

interface between the university and 

other community actors and 

organizations. Together with the student 

organization CEMUS Roots between 10-

15 student projects get support through 

CEMUS forum. 

A key principle is that activities arranged 

by CEMUS Forum should be accessible 

and relevant for students and staff, but 

also for alumni, citizens, representatives 

from civil society and local and regional 

governmental organizations. 

The goal of the forum is to expand and 

develop the CEMUS educational model 

through bridging divides between the 

theoretical and the practical, the 

traditional academic world and the 

larger society, and between young and 

old. CEMUS Forum strives to be a 

meeting place for people interested in 

transdisciplinary perspectives and 

approaches to bring about a better 

world. 

Open lecture with Dougald Hine

Project café
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EVENTS DURING 2014 
During 2014 CEMUS Forum arranged and co-arranged several events of which a 

few is presented below 

Sustainable mining symposium  

“Sustainable Mining – A contradiction in 

terms or practical opportunity?” was a 

one-day symposium on Feb 20th that 

brought together an array of 

perspectives from researchers, activists, 

industry, authors, students and others 

to discuss and investigate the challenges 

and opportunities of natural resource 

extraction and sustainability.. Talks were 

given by Jeremy P. Richards, Rebecca 

Lawrence, Elisa Maria Lopez, Anders 

Lundkvist, Per Jonas Partapuoli, Agneta 

Setterwall, Andri Snaer Magnason, 

Shawn Westcott and others. 

 

 

CEMUS Alumni Events 

CEMUS Alumni Network was created 

during 2013.  In 2014 a Sustainability 

Career Day was organized. During the 

day there was a Job fair with different 

companies and organizations, two 

keynotes by people who have created a 

career in sustainability, and a panel 

debate hosted by Sustainergies about 

how to find a career in sustainability. 

This was the first Career Day at Uppsala 

University with sustainability as the main 

theme. The event was followed by an 

alumni get-together in the evening.  

 

“There is a misconception 

that sustainability is passive 

result of consuming less – 

but rather it is the active 

result of societies solving 

problems” 
Joseph Tainter at CEMUS Jan 23rd 
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CE//MUSE Sustainability Festival  

For the first time CEMUS arranged a 

Sustainability Festival, in close 

cooperation with students, friends and 

partners in our wider network. The 

festival took place at the end of the 

spring semester and had the theme 

“Celebrating Creativity in Times of 

Transformation”. The day featured 

creative workshops, film screenings, a 

project fair, sustainability walk, live 

music and more. 

This was a possibility for students, staff 

and others to contribute and participate 

in a day of sustainability related 

activities in Uppsala. There was a great 

turn-out and it was a fun and fruitful 

day. The festival is back for the second 

time this year and May 28th 2015.  

The program for the Sustainability festival 
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CEMUS in Japan  

CEMUS’ course coordinator Ingrid M. 

Rieser was selected as one of 50 

youth delegates from around the 

world to attend the UNESCO ESD 

Youth Conference and UNESCO World 

Conference on Education for 

Sustainable Development in Japan, 

November 2014. The conferences 

marked the end of the UN Decade on 

Education for Sustainable 

Development (DESD), and staked out 

a path for future ESD work, partly 

through the launching of the Global 

Action Programme on ESD. The Youth 

delegates created a Youth Statement 

on ESD, offering their 

recommendations on future work 

with youth and ESD which was shared 

at the World Conference. 

Ingrid M Rieser in Okayama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNESCO ESD Youth Conference
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CEMUS RESEARCH 
During 2014, CEMUS Research School (CEFO), in collaboration with several 

partners, has run a series of activities including its regular seminars, yearly PhD 

courses with international and national guests, and trips in Sweden and abroad. 

A NEW STEP IN THE development work of 

CEFO and the CSD Sustainability Seminar 

is an agreement with the research 

program Natural Resources and 

Sustainable Development (NRHU) to run 

our seminar series together. The 

initiative has also been supported by 

Professor emeritus Lars Rudebeck from 

CSD and Mikael Höök from NRHU. 

During 2014 CEFO picked up several 

new PhD candidates: Simon Davidsson 

(GEO/CSD/NHRU-UU), Claudia Abril 

(Geo-UU), Tong Thi Hai Hanh 

(GEO/CSD/NHRU); Orn-uma Polpanich 

(GEO/CSD/NHRU); Marcus Wallner 

(kultgeog-UU), Taylor Brydges 

(kultgeog-UU) and Dominic Teodorescu 

(kultgeog-UU). 

During 2014, the CEFO coordinator got 

the international networking project 

“Global Marine Governance Network – 

Transformative Reconstruction Towards 

Agency, Global Equity and Ecological 

Sustainability” financed by the 

International Social Science Council with 

an interdisciplinary group of researchers 

involving universities and other 

stakeholders in Vietnam, Poland, Chile 

and South Africa on the issue of 

fisheries collapses and governance 

failures. So far field research visits have 

been undertaken in Vietnam and Chile 

and field visits are planned during 

February and March 2015 for Poland and 

South Africa. The research application 

was due on March 2015 and the 

feasibility of this project depends on 

getting the applied funds, but the 

application can be also put forward at 

other financing institutions. 

 

http://www.sei-international.org/staff?staffid=245
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GRADUATED PHD STUDENTS 
Two PhD students graduated from CEFO during 2014 

Is it local? : A study about the social 

production of local and regional foods 

and goods  

by Sofie Joosse 

What is a local or a regional (food) 

product? Who gets to define and 

construct what products qualify as 

regional products and local food’? And 

most interestingly, what do these 

processes of meaning creation look like? 

This dissertation investigates the 

processes in which meaning and value 

are attributed to regional and local 

products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Institutional Aspects of Integrated Flood 

Management in Guatemala  

by Héctor Estuardo Guinea Barrientos 

Floods are a recurrent natural disaster in 

Guatemala. Heavy and prolonged rainfall 

often results in floods that affect 

people’s life and property. Several 

institutions and policy instruments at 

local, national or transnational level 

address flood management. The 

purpose of this study is to provide 

useful insights of the institutional 

aspects of integrated flood management 

at local, national and transboundary 

level in Guatemala. 
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PHD COURSES AT CEFO 

 

 

 

Eco-philosophy 

CEFO’s PhD course during the spring 

semester was an Eco-philosophy course,  

which was held in the Hel Marine Station, 

Gdansk University in collaboration with 

the Baltic Teachers Sailing course from 

the Baltic University Program (May 17-

24). Several international and national 

lecturers were invited; some of them 

were filmed in advance. Thirteen 

students (of which 5 were master 

students) from different countries, 

including Poland, Germany, Russia and 

Ukraine attended the course. Several 

students attended the courses due to 

their own interest in the subject without 

needing the credits. 

 

Green economies 

CEFO’s PhD course during the autumn  

semester was Green economies, which 

was held between November 10th and 

14th in Uppsala. Several international 

and national lecturers were invited. All 

lectures were filmed and put at CEFO 

home page as open access, this being 

the first time CEFO has done this with 

one of its PhD courses.  Sixteen 

students from different universities 

and disciplines regularly followed the 

course, while numerous students 

attended specific lectures. 

 


