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1. Degrowth(historyand characterization)

2. Critiqueand misunderstanding

3. The degrowthparadox: or, why radical
transformation is never radical

4. Rival interpretations of the social effectsof
economization

5. Questionsoutstanding



Long historyof growth and degrowth



Short historyof degrowth



Degrowth: a characterisation

Åέ!ƴ equitabledownscaling
of productionand 
consumptionthat increases
human wellbeingand 
enhancesecological
conditionsέ(Schneider et al. 
2010: 511).

ÅVoluntary reduction in 
capacities to exploit 
resources







Whatmakes degrowthdifferent?



bƻ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ όƻƴƭȅύΧ

ÅCapitalism

ÅTechnology

ÅAcademia

ÅBio-physical

ÅEco-efficiency

ÅDecoupling

ÅKuznetscurves



Is growth alwaysbad?



BreakthroughInstitute







Do we all needto degrow?



Will degrowthleadto societal
collapse?



ThoushallƴƻǘΧ





Rival interpretations



1. The Doux-commerceThesis

Åέƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
rule that wherever 
manners are gentle 
there is commerce; and 
wherever there is 
commerce, manners are 
ƎŜƴǘƭŜέ (Montesqieu 
1749)



ContinuedΧ

ÅάaŀƴƴŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
more gentle through 
the influence of the 
spirit of commerce and 
industry, those enemies 
of violence and turmoil, 
which cause wealth to 
ŦƭŜŜέ(Condoret1795).

Åά/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜǎ 
men one to another 
through mutual utility. 
Through commerce the 
moral and physical 
passions are superseded 
ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ (Ricard
1781)



2. The Self-destructionThesis

Åά!ǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ 
has been increasingly 
directed to individual 
advantage, habits and 
instincts based on 
communal attitudes and 
objectives have lost out. 
The weakening of 
traditional social values 
has made predominantly 
capitalist economies 
ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜέ 
(Hirsch 1976, 117-18).



3. The Feudal-Shackles and -blessings 
Thesis



Summary

ÅDouxcommerce: commoditization and capitalism 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ΨƎƻƻŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩ ǘƻ 
flourish
ÅSelf-destruction: Market society produces 

individualism which corrodes social and public 
values and hence collaboration
ÅFeudal shackles: feudal residues prevent doux

commerce
ÅFeudal blessings: residues are important element 

for social and ideological diversity and thus liberal 
traditions and democracy



Positive effects Negative effects

Dominanceof the market Douxcommerce Self-destruction

Influential persistenceof
pre-capitalist forms

Feudal  blessings Feudal  shackles



Mixing for more nuanciation

ÅSimple thesis only holds portion of the full 
truth and needs complementation

ÅResidues or legacies hamper development of 
new era/movement, while providing elements 
that it requires

ÅBoth self-reinforcing and self-undermining

ÅCommercialisationcreates trust and empathy, 
but also individualism and instrumental 
reason
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Market boundaries

Åά¢ƘŜ fact that the 
market will not 
generate morally 
beneficial outcomes all 
by itself means that a 
better understanding of 
the market and its 
boundaries ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέ 
(Biermans2012: 189)





Howto judgewhereand when
degrowthis neededςGrounding

market boundaries

ÅIn whichparts of society
is the market allowedto
operate?

ÅTo what extentare
essentialgoodsand 
services provided for

ÅTo what extentare
ecologiesconserved


