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The Global Economy - Environment, Development and Globalisation 
15 ECTS • Fall Semester 2014 
 
What is the real wealth of nations? How is the global economic system performing under increasing 
ecological and social pressures? Which institutions and actors have the best opportunities to work 
towards building desirable and sustainable economies? 
 
The course aims to present a variety of theoretical perspectives on issues of economy in the context of 
sustainable development. After covering the basics of neoclassical theory, students are exposed to a 
plurality of perspectives both within the discipline of economics (e.g. ecological, feminist or institutional 
economics) and beyond (e.g. economic sociology, behavioural economics or economic geography). 
Attention is focused on giving students a basic economic literacy including good knowledge of 
institutions, indicators and policies affecting the global economy as well as a strong understanding of 
economic history and the history of economic thought.  
 
Through the semester, students explore different topics ranging from globalisation, growth and 
development to finance, technological progress and the valuation of nature. Keeping a good balance 
between the abstract and the concrete, and the specific and the general, the course constitutes a basic 
toolbox to understand economies in the 21st century.  

Mel Rideout and Friederike May, course coordinators 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
 
The course is divided into three sections (modules 1–3). Each module ends with a seminar and an examination 
task. The course is structured around a lecture series, in which numerous lecturers and authorities from different 
fields are invited to share their knowledge and experience. Invited lecturers come not only from within academia. 
Many bring professional experience from the field, including politics, non-governmental organisations and civil 
society. 

The first part of the course (Module 1), entitled “The Birth of the Global Economy: A Short History of 
Modern Economic Thought”, provides an historical background to the ideas that shaped the construction of the 
global economy. In a pluralist manner (i.e. bringing in perspectives from various schools of thought), the module 
introduces the key concepts in economic theory required to understand the modern development of our 
economies.  

The second part (Module 2), entitled “Understanding Economies: Dynamics and Patterns of Social-Ecological 
Systems” gives an overview of how various institutions, agencies and actors operate in the global economy. Issues 
of power, justice and equality are discussed while economic systems are shown to be integrated within social-
ecological systems. 
 
The third part (Module 3) is titled “Possible (R)evolution(s): Perspectives on Alternative Economies” and 
focuses on alternative frames and concrete proposals aiming to build more sustainable and desirable economies.  
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION  

Lectures and Workshops 
The course has sessions on Monday and Wednesday evenings. The lectures generally last about two hours from 
17:15 to 19:30 and have a 10-minute break in the middle (note the 'academic quarter', which is common at 
Uppsala University, but please arrive on time). Some specific sessions continue to 20:00, as marked on the 
schedule. We encourage all lecturers to engage with the class, and we encourage you to raise questions, be critical 
of their assertions and point of views. The discussions, when scheduled, will be based on the course literature and 
the guest lecturers’ presentation. Two workshops have also been scheduled which will allow time for hands-on 
experimentation where we will investigate case examples in a student-led format. In case of sudden changes in the 
schedule, these will be announced on Studentportalen. Please visit the course page regularly (at least every 
weekend) to get the latest updates.  

Seminars 
Seminars are scheduled for the end of each module (so, three in total). They are three hours long (17:15 - 20:00), 
and allow us to review the module through discussions, presentations and role-play, as well as reflect on 
examination tasks done prior to the seminar. The seminars will be linked with examination tasks, in the form of 
written assignments (individual or in groups), individual or collaborative exams and presentations. Sometimes 
preparatory tasks need to be handed in, check the examination schedule for more info. 

Debates 
Two evenings are set aside for participatory student debates on various topics. Each of debates will be subdivided 
into three related sub-topics. Each of you will participate in one debate (as part of a team), where you can choose 
a topic in advance. For your debate, you are expected to prepare arguments beforehand with your team. Non-
debating students on each evening will sit in the audience and will be able to participate in discussions after each 
debate. You will receive an introduction on debating during the first workshop on September 5th. 

Exams 
There will be two compulsory exams during the semester. The first one (Wednesday, September 28th) will focus 
on the lectures and assigned literature approached in Module 1. More extensive, the second one (Monday, 
December 12th) will cover the totality of the course. More information will follow that is specific to each exam.   

Workload 
The course is 15 ECTS and given part time at 50% for the fall semester. This means it is considered 50% of a full-
time study workload for a semester. The autumn semester 2016 at Uppsala University runs from August 29th to 
January 15th 2017, but please note that the scheduled part of the course finishes in December, however for those 
on scholarships, CSN, etc. the official course running time is the full semester from September–January. Finishing 
in December does not mean you do less work however, as the workload is more condensed, - i.e. the same as if 
the course finished in January. The workload is approximately 20 hours per week. In-class time makes up a total 
of 5–6 hours per week. Work on written assignments, reading literature and viewing media material, and 
preparation for classes, seminars etc. makes up the remaining 14 hours. Based on student feedback from previous 
years, the course requires a relatively large amount of work for students. 

Location 
The lectures are held in the building Geocentrum, at which both the Earth Sciences Department and CEMUS are 
located. Lectures will be held in the large lecture room ‘Hambergsalen’. Some classes, and the seminars and 
workshops will be held in the nearby building Blåsenhus (von Kraemers allé 1, Uppsala) in room 12:004, Sydnex 
Alrutz or Bertil Hammer, so please check the course schedule for more information.  
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Reading 
Course literature consists of  

• A Course Reader 
• 3 Course Books  

The Course Reader is a collection of articles and material from different sources, carefully selected for each week’s 
classes and activities, and often containing literature given by the lecturer that week. The Course Reader will be 
sold at registration (the first day of the course), at the first few Global Economy course lectures, or from the 
coordinators' office at CEMUS (near the library). The cost should be around 250kr (bring 300kr to be sure), which 
covers the printing costs, and must be paid in cash. 

More information on course literature can be found in the file ‘Course Literature’, uploaded on Studentportalen 
under ‘Course Essentials’.  

Learning Outcomes 
The learning outcomes represent the formal constitution of the course, and are the goals that are formally 
examined. They are listed as follows. On completion of the course, the student should be able to: 
 

• analyse different ways to measure development, poverty and welfare;  
• relate to historical perspectives on economic thinking and economic development;  
• critically analyse corporations role and societal responsibility from a global perspective;  
• reflexively highlight and discuss global power relations and apply a justice perspective on the sustainability 

challenge;  
• analyse the global economic system and its institutions, actors and trends from a transdisciplinary 

perspective;  
• from a multidisciplinary perspective compare and critically analyse the basic assumptions, explanatory 

models and proposed solutions of different economic theories in relation to the present sustainability 
challenge. 

Evaluation and Feedback 
The course coordinators work hard to make the course as interesting and meaningful as possible. We appreciate 
constructive critique and we will have evaluations at the conclusion of each module. However, please feel 
welcome to come to us with – or email us – suggestions at any time during the semester. 

ASSESSMENT AND REQUIREMENTS 

The Global Economy is for this first time this semester a graded course. While not all elements of the 
examination are graded, all requirements must be met in order to pass the course. In order to pass the course, the 
following criteria will have to be met:  

Active Participation 

Through a series of tasks, both written and oral, you will be able to show that you are actively participating in the 
course and are reading and reflecting on the literature.  

• Regular Sessions: minimum attendance requirement of 75% overall 
• Mandatory Session (marked as ‘students and coordinators’ in the schedule): compulsory attendance 100% 
• Economic Journalism: continuously submit into a portfolio 
• Literature seminars 
An ongoing part of the examination throughout all modules are the seven economic journalism sessions that 
you are required to collect in a portfolio and continuously hand in. 
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Debates 

During the course we will have two debates where students will debate different motions from a particular 
position/stance (for or against). During each debate session we will host three debates. 

• Debate I: Wednesday, October 12th   
• Debate II: Monday, November 14th  

Students are required to actively participate in one debate; however, we strongly encourage you to also attend the 
sessions you are not assigned for to support and learn from your peers. 

Module I: The Birth of the Global Economy – A short history of modern economic thought 

• Seminar 1 + In Class Exam: The Global Economy  
Wednesday, September 28th   

• Individual Assignment 1: The Economic Journalist 
Due: Sunday, October 2nd   
 

 Module II: Understanding Economies – Dynamics and patterns of social ecological systems 

• International Trade Workshop 
Wednesday, October 26th  

• Group Assignment: TTIP Proposition Paper 
Due: Sunday, October 30th  

• Seminar 2: TTIP  
Monday, November 7th  

• Individual Reflection Paper on Group Process & Seminar 2: TTIP   
Due: Sunday, November 13th 
 

Module III: Possible (R)evolution(s) – Perspectives on alternative economies 

• Individual Assignment 2: Hand in Draft for Peer Review 
Due: Sunday, December 4th     

• Written Assignment 3: Hand in Peer Review Feedback 
Due: Friday, December 9th     

• Seminar 3 and Collaborative Exam (in class) 
Monday, December 12th 

• Presentations at Sustainability Festival 
Thursday, December 15th 

• Individual Assignment 2: Final version 
Due: Sunday, December 18th   

More information on grading will follow during Workshop 1 on September 5th. 

THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE COURSE 

Melanie Rideout is British/Ecuadorian, grew up in Zimbabwe and Bristol, and now lives in Uppsala. She studied 
International Relations and Portuguese at Leeds University and International Political Economy at Coimbra 
University, Portugal, before completing a MSc. Sustainable Development in Uppsala. Besides working at CEMUS, 
she also works at the Stockholm Impact Hub and ESRI Sverige. 
 
Friederike May is from Potsdam, Germany. She has obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Business Management from 
The Berlin School of Economics and Law and a MSc. in Sustainable Development from Uppsala University. She 
also coordinates the Climate Change Leadership course at CEMUS and is working on a Massive Open Online 
Course (MOOC) with the same title for UU that will be running for the first time this autumn.  
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WORK GROUP 
All CEMUS courses include a 'Work Group' of senior teachers and researchers from Uppsala University and the 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU). The work group helps to shape the course and ensure it meets 
the goals for the learning outcomes. They contribute with ideas and support for lectures, literature, creative 
seminars and examination methods. They also help to formally examine the students of the course. 

Timothée Parrique is a former course coordinator of the Global Economy. He has a bachelor’s degree in 
Economics from the University of Versailles and a master’s degree in Sustainable Development (thesis focus: 
economics education) from Uppsala University. He has also been a student in several courses at CEMUS over the 
past years and is now researching the role of complementary currencies as a tool to build resilience in social 
ecological systems.  
 
Lakin Anderson is a former course coordinator of the Global Economy. He has a bachelor’s degree in Media 
and Communications and a master’s degree in Sustainable Development from Uppsala University. He is also 
coordinating the Sustainable Design course and is involved with many other projects at CEMUS. 

Gabriel Söderberg is a PhD researcher at Uppsala University who focuses on the relationship between market 
structure, political intervention, and technological development. He has lectured in economics, as well as in 
economic history. Previously he has participated in the biography of Swedish academic-in-exile Folke Dovring, 
and is currently the editor on a book in progress on variations in world agricultural policy. 

Thomas Lennerfors is Senior Lecturer and Associate Professor in Industrial Engineering and Management at the 
Dept. of Engineering Sciences, Uppsala University. His research and teaching focuses on the one hand on 
industrial strategy and innovation, and on the other hand on ethics and sustainability, particularly in connection to 
technology and entrepreneurship 

Isak Stoddard is educational coordinator at Cemus. He holds a Masters degree in Engineering Physics with a 
focus on systems technology and renewable energy. He has also worked with various civil society organisations in 
Asia, North America and Europe on issues related to children’s rights, human trafficking and social 
transformation processes. 

Moreover, former students of the course have been involved in more informal discussions around the course. 

CEMUS EDUCATION 
 
The education at CEMUS focuses on a comprehensive understanding of the challenges of sustainable 
development. This demands innovative teaching methods and an interdisciplinary approach. Since its inception, 
CEMUS courses have been run by students with the continual support of work groups and educational staff, 
whose members include professors and researchers from Uppsala’s two universities. 
 
CEMUS’ primary point of departure and approach is based on what has become known as “Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD)”. Through democratic, realistic and extensive work modes, this teaching method 
strives to motivate students to heighten their critical thinking skills, as well as encourage responsibility and 
engagement in the issues of sustainable development. 
 
The courses at CEMUS also function as a complement to the universities' specialised and disciplinary education. 
CEMUS is constantly widening its scope to address the most current debates in our society, as well as requests 
from students. Around 800 students per year take part in one of the many different courses offered at CEMUS. 
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About CEMUS 
CEMUS has as its goal to advance and inspire education and knowledge within the field of environment and 
development studies, as well as other boundary-transcending issues connected to sustainable development. 
 
CEMUS began as an initiative by students in the early 90's and CEMUS courses are, in large part, still run by 
students today. Since January 2007, CEMUS joined the Uppsala Center for Sustainable Development (CSD 
Uppsala) in conjunction with Uppsala University and SLU, Sweden's agricultural university. 
 
The coordinators at CEMUS help create and run CEMUS courses, at both entry and advanced levels, and they 
work in close collaboration with well-respected teachers and researchers from both universities. 
 
More information about us can be found at www.csduppsala.uu.se/cemus or www.web.cemus.se  
CEMUS is also active via Facebook and twitter: 
http://www.facebook.com/cemuscsduppsala 
http://twitter.com/CEMUSCSDUPPSALA 
 
This year CEMUS is offering the following courses: 
 
Autumn 2016 

• Global Sustainability Science Course Package, 30 ECTS 
• Global Challenges & Sustainable Futures, 7.5 ECTS 
• Critical Perspectives on Sustainable Development in Sweden, 7.5 ECTS 
• The Global Economy – Environment, Development and Globalisation, 15 ECTS 
• Climate Change Leadership in Practice, 15 ECTS 
• Sustainable Development - Project Management and Communication, 15 ECTS  
• Hållbar Utveckling A, 30 ECTS 
• Global miljöhistoria, 7.5 ECTS 
• Klimatet, energin och det moderna samhället, 7.5 ECTS 
• Worldviews and Visions, a Seminar Series (Master program for Sustainable Development only), 5 ECTS 
• Introduction to Interdisciplinary Science (Master program for Sustainable Development only), 5 ECTS 
 

Spring 2017 
• Applied Sustainability Science Course Package, 30 ECTS  
• Actors and Strategies for Change – Towards Global Sustainabilities, 7.5 ECTS 
• Sustainable Design – Ecology, Culture and Human Built Worlds, 7.5 ECTS 
• Climate Change Leadership – Power, Politics and Culture, 15 ECTS 
• Sustainable Development - Project Management and Communication, 15 ECTS  
• Hållbar utveckling B, 30 ECTS 
• Livsfilosofi och det moderna samhället, 7.5 ECTS 
• Teknik, makt och mänsklighetens framtid, 7.5 ECTS 
• Hållbar utveckling – värderingar, världsbilder och visioner, 15 ECTS 
• Worldviews and Discourses (Master program for Sustainable Development only), 5 ECTS 

 
CEMUS Forum 
CEMUS is also a meeting place – or forum – for students, organisations, researchers, the private sector and others 
with an interest in questions concerning sustainable development. CEMUS offers a place for a wide spectrum of 
different kinds of meetings and activities.  
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CEMUS Research Forum for Doctoral Students 
Over the last decade, CEMUS has developed an interdisciplinary research forum, CEFO, for the doctoral students 
at Uppsala University and SLU. CEFO's activities are centred round the doctoral seminar and its main focal point 
is, like in the rest of CEMUS’ activities, environment and development issues. Besides the doctoral seminar, 
CEFO works with organising courses at doctoral level, offer assisting thesis tutors, organise international field 
trips and offers a possibility of financing research trips. CEFO is also developing international networks for 
doctoral students and researchers and is working on widening its operations to include bigger research areas and 
projects. 
 
CEMUS Roots 
CEMUS Roots is the name of CEMUS' student organisation. CEMUS Roots organises activities, seminars, and 
more, depending on current interests of the students. Many short term and ongoing projects have launched from 
CEMUS Roots. To get involved, visit the CEMUS Roots Project Café at the start of the term (see your schedule 
or ask any staff at CEMUS for dates) and throughout the term. 
 
Practical Information 
CEMUS is open between 9:00am and 3:30pm, Mondays to Fridays. If you want to use the computers or study in 
the library outside these hours or during weekends, you can easily get a key card. To get a key card, go to the 
building attendant's office next door to the library in Geocentrum.  
 
In the CEMUS library you will find literature related to environment and development issues, up-to-date 
magazines and journals. These are supposed to be used by students and personnel at CSD Uppsala only. You can 
also have a cup of coffee from the nearby coffee shop, slouch in the sofas and read the course literature. All the 
course literature for CEMUS courses is available there, but only for reading inside the library, not taking home. 
Other books that are not course literature are available to borrow. You can use our facilities for organising open 
meetings, conferences, seminars, movie shows, lectures, etc. Send an e-mail to info@cemus.uu.se for more 
information and help. 
 
The Language Workshop (Språkverkstaden) at Uppsala University 
The Language Workshop offers consultations about written and oral presentations on an individual basis in both 
Swedish and English. It is free of charge and available to all students on the undergraduate and master’s levels. We 
strongly encourage you to get in touch with the Language Workshop if you are struggling with a paper or want to 
improve your written English. Their webpage is www.sprakverkstaden.uu.se.  
 
CONTACT INFORMATION & CONSULTATION HOURS 
 
If you have any questions regarding the course, please contact us. The best way is by email, either the course email 
address or our personal email addresses. You can of course come by our office, but since we do not work full time 
we cannot guarantee we will be there. We will most likely be in the office in the hours leading up to the lectures 
on Mondays and Wednesdays.  
 
Course e-mail (best way to contact course coordinators): gek@csduppsala.uu.se 
Friedi's e-mail: friederike.may@csduppsala.uu.se  
Mel’s e-mail: melanie.rideout@csduppsala.uu.se  
Course portal: www.web.cemus.se/gec  
2016 Facebook-page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/1135803399801384/ 
Telephone: 018-471-2789 
Address: CEMUS, Villavägen 16, 75236 Uppsala 
 
 
Welcome to The Global Economy! 

Friederike May and Mel Rideout – Course Coordinators 


