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Introduction



Historical Roots

‘Fish or humans may die because swimming in the seas and 
rivers has become unhealthy. . . . As long as this is not the 
subject of communication, it has no social effect.’

Luh
mann (1986) p. 63



Historical Roots

❏ Risk communication

❏ Environmental Communication

❏ Sustainable Development

❏ Education for Sustainable Development



Theoretical Perspectives on Communication



Communication as Transmission



Communication as Transmission
Model of Communication by Shannon & Weaver 



Communication as Transmission
Practical Implications

- Emphasizes the content of the message

- Roles: Sender & Receiver

- Power is with the sender



Communication as Transmission

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRLJscAlk1M


Communication as 
Persuasion



Communication as 
Persuasion

The Elaboration Likelihood Model by Petty & Cacioppo



Communication as Persuasion
Practical Implications

- Need for communication to stimulate audience

- Get to know the audience!

- Unequal power balance



Communication as Persuasion 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcrhp-IWK2w


Communication as 
Persuasion 



Communication as Co-Creation of Meaning



Communication as Co-Creation of Meaning
Practical Implication

- Create opportunities for joint learning

- Attention to the active role of the individual 

- Aim: creating democratic dialogues

- Equal power balance



Communication as Co-Creation of Meaning
http://de.slideshare.net/LaurelineBaron/campaign-for-the-department-of-energy-climate-change-youth-energy-challenge

http://de.slideshare.net/LaurelineBaron/campaign-for-the-department-of-energy-climate-change-youth-energy-challenge
http://de.slideshare.net/LaurelineBaron/campaign-for-the-department-of-energy-climate-change-youth-energy-challenge


Group Work
Create a communication plan for a Vegan 
Monday in your class!

Divide in three groups and use the different 
communication approaches

❏ Transmission 

❏ Persuasion

❏ Co-Creation of Meaning



Sources
Craig, RT & Muller, HL (2007). Theorizing Communication: Readings Across Traditions. Sage Publications.

Hallgren et al (2016). Work in Progress. Planning for culture and nature interpretation – communication as interplay

Jurin, R.R., Roush, D., Danter, J. (2010).  Environmental communication. Skills and principles for Natural Resource Managers, 
Scientists, and Engineers. Dordrecht: Springer, pp 72-133.

Luhmann, N. (1989). Ecological Communication, Polity Press. Chicago


