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Questions I’m thinking about … 
•  Fukuyama’s concept of the “End of History” (1989) 

referred to the conclusion of the great ideological conflict 
between communism and capitalism — and the supposed 
“total victory” of democratic capitalism.  

•  “Sustainable Development” was born at the same time.  

•  Is the concept of the “End of History” still relevant? 

•  Does the arrival of the Sustainable Development Goals 
— the “SDGs” — complete the “End of History” … or does 
it mark a new beginning … or does it represent something 
else entirely? 



What Fukuyama meant … 
“The End of History was essentially an argument about 
modernisation … the desire to live in a modern society and 
to be free of tyranny is universal … [but it was] never linked 
to a specifically American model of social or political 
organization. Following Alexandre Kojève, the Russian-
French philosopher who inspired my original argument, I 
believe that the European Union more accurately reflects 
what the world will look like at the end of history than the 
contemporary United States. The EU's attempt to transcend 
sovereignty and traditional power politics by establishing a 
transnational rule of law is much more in line with a ‘post-
historical’ world …” 
 
Source: “The history at the end of history,” Francis Fukuyama, The Guardian, 3 
April 2007 
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The	SDGs	are	also	known	as	the	“The	Global	Goals”	

The	SDGs	are	…		

•  Universal	
•  Integrated	
•  Transforma9onal	

The	arrival	of	the	“SDGs”	and	the	2030	
Agenda	marked	a	paradigm	shiB		



PARIS, ÎLE-DE-FRANCE, APRIL 2014 
UPPSALA UNIVERSITY, AUGUST 2014 

They	were	developed	over	three	years	(2012-2015)	through	
a	massive	global	consulta9on	and	nego9a9ng	process	

CEMUS	par9cipated	in	the	process,	through	various	channels	
(This	was	the	close	of	a	“Pyramid	Workshop”	crea9ng	input	to	the	SDGs)	
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Why does the 2030 agenda aim for 
transforma4on?

The challenges we are dealing with — across all 17 
SDGs — are structural, systemic, and complex. 

Incremental change does not go far enough.


We face urgent deadlines in the form of global 
ecological and socio-economic “4pping points.”

Incremental change does not go fast enough.



The  
Planetary  
Boundaries 
 
Living within the 
ecological limits 
to maintain 
biophysical 
sustainability 
and resilience

Sources:	Rockström	et	al.	2009,	Steffen	et	al.	2015	

Re: going far enough … 



The  
Socioeconomic  
Boundaries 
 
Kate Raworth’s 
“Donut Economics”: 
Ensuring basic needs for all 
while living within the 
Planetary Boundaries 


Image	source:	Kate	Raworth	

Re: going far enough … 



“The Great Accelera4on”     1750 - Now

Source:	Steffen	et	al.,	hUp://anthropocene.info	
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Exponential Growth Against Firm Limits 
Has Just Two Possible Outcomes 

1. Overshoot 
and 
Collapse 



Exponential Growth Against Firm Limits 
Has Just Two Possible Outcomes 

2. Dynamic 
Equilibrium 

 which is 
another word 
for … 



Sustainability 



“Sustainability” 

  
A set of conditions and trends  

in a given system that can  
continue indefinitely. 

 
  Dictionary:  “The ability to endure” 

 
  

 
 

Source:	AtKisson,	The	Sustainability	Transforma9on,	2010	



“Sustainable Development” 

A managed process of  
continuous innovation and  

systemic change 
in the direction of sustainability. 

 
i.e. The process of creating 

systems that can endure 

Source:	AtKisson,	The	Sustainability	Transforma9on,	2010	



Sustainability + Economic Growth: Possible? 

Sustainability 

All materials in closed cycles 
All energy from renewable sources 

No net draw downs of nature’s capital 
No dangerous emissions into ecosystems 

No catastrophic war, plague, global accidents 
No systematic decline in human security 
Everyone, everywhere has a fulfilling life 

REAL THINGS 



Sustainability + Economic Growth: Possible? 

Sustainability 

All materials in closed cycles 
All energy from renewable sources 

No net draw downs of nature’s capital 
No dangerous emissions into ecosystems 

No catastrophic war, plague, global accidents 
No systematic decline in human security 
Everyone, everywhere has a fulfilling life 

REAL THINGS 

MONEY  
(WHICH IS IMAGINARY) 



VISIS:	A	method	for	doing	sustainable	development	

	INDICATORS:		Assess	where	you	are,	
and	where	you	are	headed	

Action 

Strategy 

Innovation 

Systems Analysis 

Indicators and Information 

	SYSTEMS:		Figure	out	why	you	are				
headed	there,	and	where	you	can	
effec9vely	change	direc9on	

	STRATEGY:		Plan	how	to	
succeed	in	making	change	

	INNOVATION:		Iden9fy	what	
changes	you	need	to	make	

Then	commit	to	...	

	VISION:		Imagine	the	future	
situa9on	you	want	to	create	

Vision and  
Goals 

Source:	AtKisson,	The	Sustainability	Transforma9on,	2010;	see	AtKisson.com/visis/	
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Thinking “outside the box” is 

an old way of thinking outside 

the box 



Think inside the box … 

i.e. inside the immutable 
laws of nature 



1972 

DONELLA MEADOWS 



The	Sustainability	Compass	

  

Nature 

Society 

Wellbeing Economy 



The Sustainability Compass: 5 Principles 

Nature 

Society 

Wellbeing Economy 

The Wellbeing Principle:  
Human beings have a right to be 

safe, to have access to food, 
water, sanitation and healthcare, 
and to have the opportunity for 

self-expression, self-development, 
and a good quality of life.   

The Society Principle:  
Social systems should be 

organized in ways that promote 
equity, fairness, trust, resilience, 

and opportunity for all.  

The Economy Principle:  
Human societies, communities, 
and organizations need well-

functioning economies to 
provide for their needs and to 

support their continuous 
improvement.  

The Integration Principle: 
All four dimensions of the 

Sustainability Compass are 
interconnected in a web of  

cause-and-effect relationships. 
They are interdependent on 

each other.  

The Nature Principle:  
The physical and biological limits 

of Earth’s ecological systems 
must always be respected.  

Source: AtKisson, Sustainability Frameworks, unpublished manuscript 



  

7. Affordable &  
Clean Energy 

8. Decent Work 
& Economic 
Growth

9. Industry, 
Innovation & 
Infrastructure

12. Responsible  
   Consumption  

& production

13. Climate Action 15. Life on Land
14. Oceans and seas

2. Zero Hunger

3. Health &  
Wellbeing

4. Quality 
Education

6. Clean Water  
& Sanitation

1. No Poverty

5. Gender 
Equality

11. Sustainable 
Cities & 
Communities

10. Reduced Inequalities

16. Peace & 
Justice, Strong 
Institutions

The Sustainability Compass and the 17 SDGs 



Source of the following slides: 17Goals.org 



#1: End poverty in 
all its forms 
everywhere 



#1: End poverty in 
all its forms 
everywhere 

Living on less than 
US $1.25 / day: 
1990:  1.9 billion 
2015:  0.8 billion 



#2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition  
and promote sustainable agriculture 



#2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition  
and promote sustainable agriculture 

Undernourished 
People: 
1990/92:  18.6% 
2014/16:  10.9% 



#3: Ensure healthy 
lives and promote 
well-being for all  
at all ages 



#2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture 

#3: Ensure healthy 
lives and promote 
well-being for all  
at all ages 

Healthy 
life expectancy: 
1990:  56.9 years 
2013:  62.3 years 



#4: Ensure inclusive 
and quality education 

for all and promote 
lifelong learning 



#4: Ensure inclusive 
and quality education 

for all and promote 
lifelong learning 

Primary education 
completion: 
1990:  81% 
2012:  92% 



#5: Achieve gender 
equality and 
empower women 
and girls 



#5: Achieve gender 
equality and 
empower women 
and girls 

Education gender 
parity: 
1990:  86% 
2012:  97% 



#6: Ensure access to water and 
sanitation for all 



#6: Ensure access to water and 
sanitation for all 

Access to safe 
(improved) 
drinking water: 
1990:  76% 
2015:  92% 
 
Improved 
sanitation: 
1990:  49% 
2015:  67% 



#7: Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern 
energy for all 



#7: Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern 
energy for all 

Lacking access to 
electricity: 
18% (and falling) 
 
Lacking access to 
clean cooking: 
38% (and falling) 



#8: Promote inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth, 

employment and  
decent work for all 



#8: Promote inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth, 
employment and decent work for 
all 

Unemployment in 2014: 
201 million 
(Risen 15% since start of 
global financial crisis) 
 
Youth unemployment rate: 
about 3x adult rate 



#9: Build resilient 
infrastructure, promote 
sustainable 
industrialization and 
foster innovation 



#9: Build resilient 
infrastructure, promote 
sustainable 
industrialization and 
foster innovation 

Technology gap between  
developed and developing 
countries: 
Narrowing 



#10: Reduce inequality 
within and among countries 



#10: Reduce inequality 
within and among countries 

The richest  
countries are  
100 times 
richer than the  
poorest (GDP/cap) 



#11: Make cities inclusive, 
safe, resilient and 
sustainable 



#11: Make cities inclusive, 
safe, resilient and 
sustainable 

Number of people 
living in slums: 
1990:  650 million 
Today:  840 million 



#12: Ensure sustainable 
consumption and 
production patterns 



#12: Ensure sustainable 
consumption and 
production patterns 

Earth Overshoot  
Day, using ecological 
footprint: 
1990:  7 Dec 
2015:  19 Aug 
2017:  8 Aug 



#13: Take urgent action to 
combat climate change and its 
impacts* 

* As agreed in Paris 2015 



#13: Take urgent action to 
combat climate change and its 
impacts* 

Total greenhouse 
gas emissions (CO2e): 
1990:  34 GGT 
2014:  46 GGT 
2016:   

* As agreed in Paris 2015 



#14: Conserve and 
sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and 
marine resources 



#14: Conserve and 
sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and 
marine resources 

Living Blue Planet 
Index, 1970-2012: 
Life in the sea 
reduced by 49% 



#15: Sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, halt and reverse land 

degradation,  
halt biodiversity loss 



#15: Sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, halt and reverse land 

degradation,  
halt biodiversity loss 

Living Planet 
Index, 1970-2010: 
Life on land 

reduced by 52% 



#16: Promote just, peaceful  
and inclusive  

societies 



#16: Promote just, peaceful  
and inclusive  

societies 

Worldwide Governance 
Indicators: 
OECD:  90/100 
Low-Income:  23/100 
 
Change since 1996: 
Negligible 



#17: Revitalize the 
global partnership for 

sustainable 
development 



#17: Revitalize the 
global partnership for 

sustainable 
development 

Overseas Development 
Aid as a Percentage of 
Gross National Income, 
OECD trend 1970-2014: 
 
Flat at roughly 0.3% 



Each goal is 
Important 
by itself … 



c
Each goal is 
Important 
by itself … 

And they 
are all  

connected 
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