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Personal Reflection on the history of the concept of 
Sustainable Development - Assignment Instructions 

You have started a two (or one) year process in to developing your understanding of Sustainable 
Development as well as broadening your understanding of those around you. This assignment will 
ask you to (1) reflect and explicitly relate to the content of the book “Sustainability: a history” by 
Caradonna, and; (2) combine this knowledge with some reflections upon your own background, your 
education and what you want from this Master’s degree. This assignment corresponds to the 
following course goals: 

• Be able to analyze scientific concepts and their field of use; 
• Be able to critically relate to and analyse the history and development of the concept of 

Sustainable Development; 

Instructions 
The assignment is broken down in three parts. Make sure to address all parts succinctly.  

1) Relating to Caradonna’s book, what in your view are the threads/concepts/events/authors/ 
scientists/discoveries that led to the idea of sustainability that is prevalent today? Why do 
you think so? Identify one author or case used in the book, and, using other relevant sources, 
try to delve deeper into its content or views expressed. How did it influence the idea of 
sustainability and/or sustainable development that you can observe today? 
 

2) In the two last chapter of the book, the author looks at the scope that sustainability has 
taken today and the many challenges that we face. Based on those chapters, reflect on which 
sector or area of sustainability you see yourself in now. In regards to this, which challenge is 
for you the most important one to address. Why is this the case?  
 
In relation to the lectures, the course literature and seminars during week 2 of the course, 
how is the concept of ‘Interdisciplinarity’ relevant to SD and to your specific area of 
expertise? 
 

3) During Pernilla Andersson’s session, we explored how the role of the student and higher 
education has departed from more traditional views under the context of SD. Using the 
content developed in the lecture as well as external sources, explain how this is changing 
perceptions (and/or expectations) on education? And what does it entail for you, as a 
student, to learn under the context for sustainability? Reflect on what type of skills, 
competences or knowledge are needed to address today’s many sustainability challenges? 

 

Practical Information 
• Write between 1000 and 1500 words. 
• The deadline for this assignment is Sunday 17th September 23:59.  
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• Upload your assignment to Studentportalen under the ‘Individual Assignment 2’ file area. 
• Upload your assignment in .pdf form. For the file name of the document, use your name plus 

assignment name e.g. ‘Per Andersson – Reflective Assignment.pdf’ 
• You should include references to the course book as well as other academic sources when 

relevant. 
• If you hand-in your assignment after the deadline, you will not be able to obtain a grade 

higher than a 3 (pass). 

Ensure to make it clear to the reader when you express your own ideas and opinions, and refer to 
sources when you write about other people’s opinions or research. Make sure that you reference 
correctly. You should use the Harvard system of referencing (for in-text example: (Roseland, pp.39)). 
There are very useful guides for referencing easily found on the Internet.  

Contact us at msd@csduppsala.uu.se if you have any questions. 
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