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12.02. Civic Courage and Existential Risk in a Time
of Uncertainty - News and Actors
Add links on news regarding civic courage and existential risk. Which particular actors can you �nd
that are relevant in this regard? What is going on in the world?

ACTORS AND STRATEGIES FOR CHANGE JAN 09, 2018 12:19PM

EMILIO GONZ ALEZ S FEB 12, 2018 05:03PM

Courage at It's best.

world-us-canada-28149957

WWW.BBC.COM

VITA JEX-BLAKE FEB 12, 2018 04:25PM

Backlash against the #MeToo movement
I have included the links to only two examples of backlash
(there are many more).  

http://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-42730942 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-42643504 

While these are relevant articles, I am more looking at how
those that have stood up for a cause are now facing backlash
over it.  

I wonder if the publicity surrounding the backlash causes
any barrier for those in future that want to demonstrate civil
courage, especially given the role media plays in society
today.  

KEITH NYENDE FEB 12, 2018 04:04PM

Steve Biko
Steve Biko and his contribution to the ant apartheid struggle
in South Africa

sidebar.php

OVERCOMINGAP ARTHEID.MSU.EDU

OLGA MELNIK OVA FEB 12, 2018 04:02PM

“The Turkish-German woman Tugce Albayrak died because
she stepped in to defend girls being harassed. Not everyone
would dare to be so brave: But Kai Jonas, a social
psychologist, says civil courage can be learned.” - article
gives advice on how to behave and help a person who’s in
danger.  
 
The link: http://m.dw.com/en/civil-courage-you-dont-
need-to-be-a-social-rambo/a-18108911 
 
 

EMMA VANDENBROECK FEB 12, 2018 03:52PM

Irena Sendler
Irena Sendler was a polish woman who saved around 2500
jewish childeren from the holocaust by smuggling them out
of the ghetto's.  
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irena_Sendler

JACOB SANDSTRÖM FEB 12, 2018 03:50PM

STHLM Panda
Do people act when they see someone getting wrongly
treated? Important video by swedish group STHLM Panda
(english subtitle available) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJBdinUyyhQ 
 
 
 

K. O. FEB 12, 2018 03:21PM

Acts of Heroism in 2017
This is an article regarding courageous decision by Muslims
in Philippine which saved Christians from militants
regardless of their religious differences. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/17/world/asia/marawi
-philippines-islamic-state-christians.html 
Other civil courage : 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/18/world/heroism-
altruism-courage-compassion-2017.html

KATIE VONDEREMBSE FEB 12, 2018 03:00PM

The Fight for Environmental Justice and
the Rise of Citizen Activism
This article discusses the plight of the community of
Commerce, California (which is 93% Latino) for
environmental justice on toxic contamination in their overly
industrialized city.  Across the United States there has been
growing national conversation about environmental justice-
-"the idea that communities of all races and incomes should
have the same kind of environmental quality and
protection."   
http://www.governing.com/topics/transportation-
infrastructure/gov-mark-lopez-east-yard-environmental-
justice-exide-lead-poisoning.html

FELIX BRAND T FEB 12, 2018 02:26PM

Civic courage in society
https://www.everyday-democracy.org/news/practicing-
civic-courage-age-civic-anxiety A short text that
encourages people to stand up against non democratic
actions and views

OSKAR NORM ANSSON M YLONAS FEB 12, 2018 02:15PM

Predictors of day to day courage in the
workplace
" A recent study published online this month in the Journal
of Positive Psychology explored the predictors of day to day
courage in the workplace." 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-mindful-self-
express/201801/new-research-shows-how-facilitate-
social-courage

PONTUS ROSEEN FEB 12, 2018 02:13PM

How to be courageous
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-mindful-self-
express/201208/the-six-attributes-courage I always think
to myself that I want to be more corageous but I never do
anything about it so I googled a bit about HOW to be
courageous to get a different perspective compared to other
links here.

SONJA FÖLSTER FEB 12, 2018 01:46PM

Civil courage by swedish female actor
I'm sorry this article is in swedish, although I could not �nd
anything about this in english. At the annual Guldbagge-gala

(kind of like the Oscars but in Sweden) actresses showed
they had enough of sexual assaults in the world of actors,
directors, writers etc. All dressed in black they stood up on
the stage and held a speech about the things they deal with
on a daily basis as actresses and how we need to change. 
https://www.svt.se/kultur/�lm/guldbaggen-metoo

SARA ONSTEN FEB 12, 2018 01:26PM

"11 Incredible Acts of Courage".
http://mental�oss.com/article/56157/11-incredible-acts-
courage 
 

PRAEWA LUENGVARINKUL FEB 12, 2018 01:05PM

Black Lives Matter, the action that aimed
at bringing social justice into classrooms
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival
=21046

Black Lives Matter Holds
National Week of Action At
Schools
Jesse Hagopian teaches hist ory
and is the Black Student Union
adviser at Garfield High School, the
site of the historic boycott of the MAP test in 2013. Jesse is an
associate editor of the acclaimed Rethinking Schools magazine
and founding member of Social E quality Educators, and blogs at
I'mAnEducator.com.

THE REAL NEWS NE TWORK

JOSEFINE SJÖBERG FEB 12, 2018 12:32PM

Neo-nazis in Sweden and people who
resist them
Most famously we have Tess Asplund who was captured in a
rather epic picture staring down a "horde" of male neo-nazis
marching through her hometown in Sweden.   
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36211652  
 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/04/woma
n-de�ed-neo-nazis-sweden-tess-asplund-viral-photograph

MOLLIE Z ALAS FEB 12, 2018 12:26PM

The origin of the #MeToo movement and how, through civic
courage, more women and men are coming forward and
breaking their silence.  
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/17/us/me-too-tarana-
burke-origin-trnd/index.html
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TIME Person of the Year 2017:
The Silence Breakers
Movie stars are supposedly
nothing like you and me. They're
svelte, glamorous, self- possessed.
They wear dresses we can't afford
and live in houses we can only dr eam of. Yet it turns out that-in
the most painful and personal wa ys-movie stars are more like
you and me than we e ver knew.

TIME

AFRIN J AHAN FEB 12, 2018 10:17AM

This book gave descriptive discussion
how mass media play a crucial role along
with the help of some personalities to
influence people. Though it is a old book
of 1966 but worthy to read it..."Personal
Influence, The part played by people in
the flow of mass communications"

Another article seems interesting as well.. 
 "Measuring User In�uence in Twitter: The Million Follower
Fallacy " 
https://www.aaai.org/ocs/index.php/ICWSM/ICWSM10/p
aper/viewFile/1538/1826,2011 

Civic courage in Democracy related following article also
intaresting  
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/1341/summary 
 

AYESHA ALI FEB 12, 2018 02:10AM

“If you’re a journalist, what we do is tell
the truth."
It is (unfortunately) quite common for journalists to be jailed
when reporting on authoritarian regimes, but Kenya is
historically democratic.  As this seems poised to change, the
work of journalists is increasingly important, and
increasingly dangerous.

As Kenya Takes Orwellian Turn,
Government Goes After
Journalists
For months, Kenyans had been on
edge, waiting for Raila Odinga, an
opposition politician, t o make good
on promises to inaugurate himself as "the people 's president."
Mr. Odinga lost the 2017 election t o Mr. Kenyatta, insisting the
original vote was fraudulent and sitting out a cour t-ordered do-
over.

NYTIMES

江崎友亮 FEB 11, 2018 11:44PM

It's not of�cial, but I agree with it.

10 of the Most Courageous
People in History
Courage comes in many forms, be
it peacefully resistance against an
oppressor, bearing pain for a
greater cause, or fighting for
something good. The following 10 people showed r emarkable
courage, all for causes the y fervently believed in.

O, PISH POSH!

EVA ANDERSSON FEB 11, 2018 10:24PM

Pakistani human rights
champion Asma Jahangir dies
LAHORE, Pakistan (Reuters) -
Pakistani human rights
campaigner Asma Jahangir , who
faced death threats by fighting for
unpopular causes and was jailed in the 1980s for her pr o-
democracy work during militar y rule, died on Sunda y in Lahore.
She was 66.

U.S.

LUCY_MCCREANOR FEB 11, 2018 06:53PM

Civic courage: Australia Day
Australians �nally wanting to change the date of Australia
Day and trying to create awareness of the oppression of
Aboriginal people still happening today that is sadly
celebrated on this day... 
https://www.facebook.com/GetUpAustralia/videos/101540
55334016455/

ESMÉE RAM AAKER FEB 11, 2018 05:58PM

A lot has already been written about
Ahed Tamini, the 16 year old Palestinian
girl that has been imprisoned for
physically attacking an Israeli soldier
that marched in her family backyard.
Some have labelled her as the modern
day Joan of arc. others portray her as a
star of modern Palestinian propaganda...
The following article questions the different responses on
the actions of Tamini and Malala Yousafzai. The author
argues that both actions are comparable and showing civic
courage, yet the international response is very different and
in case of Tamini lacking. The author argues that this partly
due to the "selective  
humanitarianism, whereby only particular bodies and causes
are deemed worthy of intervention." 
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Why is the West praising
Malala, but ignoring Ahed?
Ahed Tamimi, a 16-year-old
Palestinian girl, was r ecently
arrested in a night-time r aid on her
home. The Israeli authorities
accuse her of "assaulting" an Israeli soldier and an officer . A day
earlier she had confr onted Israeli soldiers who had enter ed her
family's backyard.

ALJAZEERA

NIKOS JORD AN FEB 11, 2018 03:55PM

Teachers Should Revolt Against
"Pedagogy of Oppression"
https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-
views/we-need-make-connection-between-teaching-
education-and-democracy 
Interesting article that focuses on how our societal
paradigm on education needs to change, and that teachers
mobilizing together could help accomplish this.

MATTIAS NITSCHKE FEB 09, 2018 04:48PM

A short paper about exestential risks
discussing different strategies to start to
think about those in a broader context.
Also discuss Black Swans, unknown risks
as one of the biggest threats for
humanity and how to build strategies to
avoid those when we don't really know
the actors invovled. How to think about
something unknown.

Existential_risks.pdf
PDF document

PADLET DRIVE

JONAS BARTKE FEB 09, 2018 04:51PM

Malala Yousafzai

'One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the
world.' - Malala Yousafzai 
 
As Brian pointed out in his TED Talk , Malala is a Pakistani
activist for female education and the youngest Nobel Prize
laureate. She is known for human rights advocacy, especially
the education of women and children in her native Swat
Valley in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, northwest Pakistan. Make
sure to listen to her inspring speech as an actor of change: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOqIotJrFVM

JOSE PHINE FEB 09, 2018 04:29PM

Civic Courace = Civic Virtue?
https://www.docsoffreedom.org/student/readings/civic-
virtue-and-our-constitutional-republic

KAYLA VAN CLEA VE FEB 09, 2018 03:51PM

Paradox of Courage
When courage is both a spark to violence and unity all under
one event in Paris, 2015...

A Small Act of Courage
The year 2015 has not begun
quietly, as evidenced by the killings
at Charlie Hebdo and the kosher
market in France. This world we
live in, as I am reminded by the
headlines, is unstable. Living each da y requires small and
sometimes large acts of courage.

HUFFPOST

HOLLY MARRIOTT WEBB FEB 09, 2018 03:52PM

This is one of my favourite examples of civic courage, and a
really inspiring, crazy story.

 
"Have you heard the one about the Methodist minister and
the Quaker who broke into a secure military base to attack
state-of-the-art military �ghter jets and stop them being
sold to Saudi Arabia?"
https://www.buzzfeed.com/rosebuchanan/meet-the-
british-quaker-famous-in-yemen-who-tried-to-smash?
utm_term=.holMnXb9m#.ji9v7BnZK

JOE STADLER FEB 09, 2018 03:26PM

Ende Gelände
..is an organisation which shows civic courage in blocking
coal mines in Germany. With their actions they try to raise
awareness of climate change and "unmask the hypocrisy of
the German climate policy".
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Ende Gelände in the Hambach
opencast mine
Together we unmask ed the
hypocrisy of the German climate
policy and showed our solidarity
with those most aff ected by
climate change - we r eview our successful blockade o n
November the 5th 2017. Early in the afternoon of No vember the
5th, a group of activists fr om the green finger reached one of
the colossal buck et-wheel excavators.

ENDE-GEL AENDE

OWAIS SYED FEB 12, 2018 01:41AM

Winter Olympics: South Koreans protest
against 'propaganda'
South Koreans have protested against what they call
"propaganda" from the North during the Winter Olympics in
Pyeongchang.
It came after the sister of North Korea's leader, Kim Yo-jong,
presented the South Korean President Moon Jae-in with a
proposal to hold a summit between the North and South. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-
43026813/winter-olympics-south-koreans-protest-against-
propaganda

ULRIKA ERKENBORN RUGUM AYO FEB 09, 2018 02:59PM

‘I have learned that courage is not the
absence of fear, but the triumph over it,”
said Nelson Mandela.
It is interesting to try to understand what civic courage
meant to Nelson Mandela and South Africa as a whole
during the struggle.  
"A courageous leader, then, is prepared to take risks for what
is right: where the gain for society is greater than any
personal loss." 
Will courage right the wrongs? 
https://mg.co.za/article/2015-06-25-courage-will-right-
the-wrongs

JOSEPHINE_KALDOR_4282 FEB 09, 2018 05:34PM

4 days ago, mute bystanders in India fail
to help victims AND call for Bulgaria to
combat anti-Semitism and stop neo-nazi
marches occurring every February
India: 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2018/feb
/05/stone-hearted-public-remain-mute-as-victims-fend-
for-themselves-in-kochi-1768390.html  

Bulgaria: 
http://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/op-

ed/article197952229.html 
 
A further de�nition of civic courage and democracy  
 
https://www.everyday-democracy.org/news/practicing-
civic-courage-age-civic-anxiety  
 
 

MARIA WALLENTHIN FEB 09, 2018 09:10AM

"Who knows what will happen with people
who are hungry for change"

(BBC Why people have
taken to the streets) 
 
The biggest anti-
government protests in
Iran for nearly a decade
have been fuelled by
rising discontent, in
particular over the cost
of living.
 

Iran protests: Students
'among more than 1,000
arrested'

Students 'among hundreds held
in Iran'
Ninety university students ar e
among more than 1,000 people
arrested since anti-go vernment
demonstrations began last month,
say reformist MPs in Ir an. Mahmoud Sadeghi t old the Iranian
Students' News Agency that many of them wer e not involved in
protests. Another MP, Farid Mousavi, said it was a pr eventative
measure and they would be released soon.

BBC NEWS

LAURA MI TCHELL FEB 08, 2018 08:31PM

An interesting study about Milgram's study on obedience
(1963). Found that people being exposed to someone else's
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irresponsible behaviour (and evaluating such behaviour
negatively) increased motivation to behave courageously
and responsibly. 

civil_courage.pdf
PDF document
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MAGDALENA FEB 11, 2018 11:58AM

Civic courage during wars

Heroes Of War: Captain Witold Pilecki
The true story of the man who v olunteered for Auschwitz in
order to tell the world the truth about Hitlers final solution and
who was murdered by the Soviet Union for his ser vice to
mankind.

YOUTUBE

HARRISON CROSS FEB 08, 2018 07:55PM

The Stanford Prison Experiment
Perhaps on the contrary to civic courage but something I
�nd interesting nonetheless: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=760lwYmpXbc
 
The Stanford Prison experiment reveals how strong
situational in�uence can be towards the psychology of
ordinary individuals. The results of the experiment would
indicate that environments dictate our actions, rather than

personality traits. For anyone who decides to watch: take
particular note of prisoner 416 and the ‘John Wayne’ guard. 

TIM KUY VENHO VEN FEB 09, 2018 06:00PM

Ludwig Wittgenstein & his medal for
exceptional bravery
Ludwig Wittgenstein was a student in mechanical
engineering when he started to become interested in
philosophical questions. He turned out to have a particular
aptitude for philosophy and went on to study with one of
the leading philosophers of his time: Bertrand Russel whom
he soon surpassed in capability, according to Russel himself.
Yet his own work did not satisfy the young Wittgenstein and
he became convinced he would never publicize anything
during his lifetime, and found his character lacked in
strength. He prayed, that god would make a decent man out
of him and thus joined the army in WWI in the hope that
confronting life and death head on would help him solve the
riddles of life that occupied him. He managed to �nish his
�rst book the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus in the midst
of the war, as well as being rewarded a medal for exceptional
bravery, as he battled on the front lines of the most
dangerous battle�elds to which he himself requested to be
replaced. For a time after the war was fought Wittgenstein
lived in the conviction he had solved the philosophical
problems until a young friend and promising academic
Frank P. Ramsey, confronted him and woke him from his
philosophical slumber. During the remainder of his life he
incessantly worked at philosophical problems but never
published anything again in his life. Luckily his work has
become publicized posthumously.  
 
Here we have a man that scorned the intellectualism of the
Cambridge academic scene, sought to confront death at the
front lines of a world war for the purpose of building
character and thus maintain the hope to solve the
philosophical riddles that wouldn't let him go. 
 
What are we to make of him? somebody who was possessed,
bordering on craziness? An un�inching hero, striving to
become truly human? And what do we make of his
intellectualism if he was so critical of the academic elite he
met in Cambridge? Did he perhaps set an example of
intellectual honesty and courage?! 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_Wittgenstein  
 

SOFIA NORBERG FEB 08, 2018 05:46PM

Nancy Pelosi's filibuster speech -
political theatre or civic courage?
Politicians are to me courageous, especially going against
inhumane policies and undemocratic leaders. But what is
truly courageous in the political game? It's not taking a
bullet but I know I couldn't deliver an 8 hour speech....
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https://padlet.com/magdalenakr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J76gQB4UDz4
https://padlet.com/harry_was_here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=760lwYmpXbc
https://padlet.com/timkuy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludwig_Wittgenstein
https://padlet.com/sofia_norberg


Pelosi sets record with eight-
hour speech
US politician Nancy P elosi is
thought to have set a new record
for the longest speech e ver made
in the House of Repr esentatives,
after telling the st ories of immigrants for eight hours. Ms P elosi
was advocating on behalf of undocumented immigr ants who
came to the US as childr en, known as "Dr eamers".

BBC NEWS

FÉLIX-ANTOINE CARDIN AL FEB 08, 2018 02:11PM

Civic Courage Award
Here is a link to an interesting article, a scientist being
awarded a prize for civic courage.  
http://www.capjournal.com/news/sd-scientist-honored-
for-civic-courage-in-washington-d-c/article_99b46104-
97e1-11e5-aa66-5fb79284b9e4.html

JÖRAN M ATSON FEB 07, 2018 04:40PM

Civic Courage in American Politics
"In his famous essay on “the moral equivalent of war,”
William James, psychologist and paci�st, said that the
qualities associated with courage are “the rock upon which
states are built—unless, indeed, we wish for dangerous
reactions against commonwealths �t only for contempt.” If
Americans hope for their politics to recover from its
abysmal condition, they need to �nd it in their own past,
and they need to begin with courage—the virtue, Churchill is
reported to have said, “that makes all others possible.” Over
coming years, it is in civic education about and for political
courage that a way out of this crisis lies." 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/11/am
ericas-crisis-of-courage/545063/
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Octavia Spencer: "Jessica Chastain
helped me get 5 times the salary I asked
for"
This might not be in at the same level as voluntarily going to
Auschwitz but I still feel like this shows civic courage.  

Jessica Chastain used her privilege as a white women to
adress and attack the issue with the pay gap between white
people and people of color. In order to secure Octavia
Spencer’s salary for an upcoming movie starring the two,
Chastain tied her salary-deal to Spencer’s and that way she
could earn more. This way civic courage was used to �ght
inequalities. 

Octavia Spencer: Jessica
Chastain helped me get 5 times
the salary I asked for
Frazer Harrison/Getty Images The
Oscar-winning actr ess said she
told Chastain, "But her e's the thing,
women of color on that spectrum, we mak e far less than white
women. So, if we 're gonna have that conversation about pa y
equity, we gotta bring the women of color t o the table."

CNBC
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Firewain Adunia (Olivia)
Olivia uses her social media platform (@zerowastehabesha)
to educate people on environmental racism and black
feminism. She shows courage in speaking up about
uncomfortable truths. In her biography on instagram she
identi�es herself as a zero-waste enthusiast, but she also
discusses the inequality within this movement. Oliva shares
eye opening facts, and it will be impossible for me to
summarise everything in this Padlet, but the image attached
(from The Nation) shows some examples. 
 
Some videos on the topic: 
https://youtu.be/KtWy3bRMwTc 
“Black people are more likely to live in environments that
are toxic and hazardous to their health.” 
 
Mini Wiconi: the stand at standing Rock  
https://youtu.be/4FDuqYld8C8 
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A call for civil courage
https://news.am/eng/news/433107.html  
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Whistle blowing as civil courage
This article popped up when I was looking for news on civil
courage and I remembered our session with Alan AtKisson
who identi�ed whistle blowing as one of the best ways at the
moment to tackle corruption. If you look up "Zivilcourage"
(German for civil courage), whistle blowing is also
mentioned as one form of civil courage.  

http://www.metronews.ca/news/vancouver/2018/01/10/c
ourage-award-for-b-c-�nancial-whistleblower.html

Sorry, forgot to log in! :) Thanks for the reminder!
― VERA SCHUMANN

You should connect with Facebook or write your name in the
comment! It says you are anonymous. Interesting article as

well, thanks for sharing ! ― FÉLIX-ANTOINE CARDINAL

IDA LUNDGREN FEB 06, 2018 12:05PM

Hong Kong protesters nominated for the
2018 Nobel peace prize
“Wong and his fellow pro-democracy advocates have been
un�inching in their peaceful and principled commitment to a
free and prosperous Hong Kong. They are an inspiration and
their cause has reverberations far beyond their city.”

Nobel peace prize: US
lawmakers nominate Hong
Kong protesters
Bipartisan group including Mar co
Rubio proposes umbrella
movement led by Joshua Wong US
lawmakers including the Republican senat or Marco Rubio have
nominated Joshua W ong and Hong Kong's umbrella protest
movement for the 2018 Nobel peace priz e in recognition of their
non-violent quest for democr acy.

THE GU ARDIAN
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How much worth is the risk?

Ali Salem: Writer who was
blacklisted in his native Egypt
Ali Salem was an E gyptian
playwright, author and political
commentator who attracted much
opprobrium when he spok e in
favour of co-operating with Israel. The Los Angeles Times
described him as " a big, loud man known for his satiric wit".
Beginning in 1965, he wr ote 25 plays and 15 books, specialising
in allegorical and satirical critiques of E gyptian politics.
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