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Add links for news on ongoing controversial debates that are in the public sphere
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K. O. MAR 12, 2018 05:15PM

Forests Protect the Climate
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/07/climate/forests-
storms-climate-change.html?
rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fclimate&action=clic
k&contentCollection=climate&region=rank&module=packag
e&version=highlights&contentPlacement=2&pgtype=section
front

EMILIO GONZ ALEZ S MAR 12, 2018 05:03PM

Second amendment stop

To protect the Second
Amendment, conservatives are
dumping on the Fourth and
Fifth
In response to the school shooting
in Parkland, Florida, last
Wednesday that killed 17 people, some conser vatives are
suggesting that state go vernments and the f ederal government
take radical action.

VOX

SARA ONSTEN MAR 12, 2018 04:49PM

New global fund for ending modern
slavery
"Jean Baderschneider, CEO of the new global fund,
emphasised the critical role of business: “Modern slavery is
a crime of economic opportunity. Addressing it in a
sustainable way requires a coherent global strategy and
mobilisation of resources commensurate with that strategy.
This includes close engagement with the private sector as
allies and partners. "

Millions pledged for largest-
ever fund to �ght modern day
slavery
Leading businessmen,
philanthropists and politicians
have announced a new global fund
for ending modern sla very. The public-private partnership plans
to develop a new $1.5bn (£1.1bn) fund "t o coordinate a
coherent, global strategy to address modern slavery".

THE INDEPENDEN T

JOSE PHINE MAR 12, 2018 04:30PM

Democracy vs. benevolent dictatorship
Is democracy always a force for good? To make important
social changes, would a strong leader be a quicker and
easier way to achieve them?  
Is the aggressive democracy promotion undertaken by the
West morally acceptable?

MOLLIE Z ALAS MAR 12, 2018 04:20PM

Fracking
Fracking is regarded as highly controversial owing to the
fact that the U.S. sings its' praises but other country ban the
practise or the company faces heavy oppositi

Fracking - the reality, the
risksand what the future holds
What is fracking?Hydraulic
fracturing, or fracking as it is better
known, is a method of extr acting
oil and gas trapped in shale and
other rock formations. The modern v ersion involves pumping
large amounts of water down a well at high pr essure, along with
sand and chemicals that mak e up a tiny fraction of the volume.

THE GU ARDIAN

HARRISON CROSS MAR 12, 2018 03:44PM

Infrastructure and population growth
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-12/australia-is-
struggling-to-handle-its-swelling-population/9535116 
 
Recent study on the relationship between Australia's
population growth and the required infrastructure. In the 10
year period between 2006-2016 the city of Melbourne grew
by ~1 million. Can we afford to allow the human population
to grow so rapidly?

FELIX BRAND T MAR 12, 2018 03:29PM
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China has put forward a plan to ban fossil
fueled cars. This is something many
other countries have talked about as well
including France and Sweden. Is this a
good solution?
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/11/china-
to-ban-production-of-petrol-and-diesel-cars-in-the-near-
future

VITA JEX-BLAKE MAR 12, 2018 03:15PM

Climate Change Skeptics
Very controversial topic discussing a news article regarding
President Trump �lling his administration with people that
share his disbelief in the scienti�c evidence of climate
change.  

Climate change skeptics generally fall into the following
categories: 
1. Those that question accuracy of IPCC climate projections. 
2. Scientists that argue CC is primarily caused by natural
processes.  
3. Scientists that argue the cause of global warming is
unknown 
4. Those that argue that global warming will have few
negative consequences.  

Climate change skeptics run
the Trump administration
President Donald Trump is filling
the upper ranks of his
administration with appointees
who share his disbelief in the
scientific evidence for climate change - giving them a n
opportunity to impose their views on policies r anging from
disaster planning t o national security t o housing standar ds.

POLITICO

AYESHA ALI MAR 12, 2018 02:53PM

Why gentrification continues to happen
There are many reasons people want to live closer to their
city centers, from being able to bike and walk work, to
preferring a closer proximity to independent businesses.
While these are valid reasons and often based on desires to
live more sustainably and environmentally friendly, there is
also a downside to the in�ux of money into urban areas.
Gentri�cation is a huge global problem in most all
metropolitan areas that is perpetuating cycles of income
inequality, environmental racism, barriers to housing and
education, and much more. Is the trade off worth it?
https://whyy.org/articles/slums-sleek-towers-philly-
became-cleaner-safer-unequal/

Where gentri�cation is having
the biggest impact on cities
It's not "90210," the TV series about
the swanky Beverly Hills
neighborhood, but the rich ar e
definitely pouring int o another Los
Angeles zip code: 90014. That neighborhood is now America 's
"most gentrified" zip code in the countr y, even though it's next to
the city's Skid Row.

CBSNEWS

OSKAR NORM ANSSON M YLONAS MAR 12, 2018 02:56PM

Gene-editing technologies bring about great potential, but
like most other technologies they bring about equal risks.
There is a debate over the use of tampering with DNA of any
life forms. On the one side you have propontents of
technologies such as CRISPR/Cas9 and Gene Drives,
envisioning a world where these technologies help to cure
cancer, eliminate malaria, resuscitate mammoths, and make
beer more potent. On the other side you have those who
oppose such technologies as the risks of unintended
consequences are too complex and perhaps freightening,
and some that are sceptical about one of the main investors
in this technology is the US Army.  
 
A debate arguing the ethical implications of utilizing such
technologies, mainly on human embryos (creating "perfect
babies") is also prevalent. 
https://www.wired.com/2017/06/crispr-mutations/ 
https://www.wired.com/2017/05/jennifer-doudna-what-
crispr-can-do/ 
https://www.scienti�camerican.com/article/embryo-gene-
editing-experiment-reignites-ethical-debate/ 
https://www.nature.com/news/gene-drive-mosquitoes-
engineered-to-�ght-malaria-1.18858

MARIA WALLENTHIN MAR 12, 2018 02:37PM

H&M factory in Ethiopia. Wages do not
live up to the “living wage”
H&M replies that they are taking part of ILO study which
aims to give governments directions to support future salary
laws and regulations. 
Is it right that an actor as H&M establishing themselves in a
country and then try to act for change?
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H&M faces another scandal in
Ethiopia
by Engidu Woldie ESAT News
(February 27, 2018) The Swedish
clothing giant, H&M, has faced
another scandal, this time in
Ethiopia. The manufacturing giant has r eportedly found to have
been paying Ethiopian emplo yees meager salaries th at led to its
financier Nordea Bank AB to hold its funds and put the clothes
under the so-called "fr eezer box," according to an investigative
report by the Swedish public tele vision, SVT.

ETHSAT

LUCY_MCCREANOR MAR 12, 2018 01:51PM

Lab grown meat
Is this a more sustainable and ethical choice that is going to
replace agriculture in the future? What about vs plant based
meats? 

http://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-40496863/lab-
grown-meat-the-future-of-food 

JACOB SANDSTRÖM MAR 12, 2018 01:46PM

Child marriage in Sweden
"It is important that Swedish authorities do their part and
signal that child marriage is not legal so that children don't
risk being forced into marriages on their way here,".  

Since the migration crisis in 2015 the number of children in
marriage has increased in Sweden. There are different views
on how this should be handled.  

http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?
programid=2054&artikel=6348105  

https://www.thelocal.se/20171206/sweden-to-crack-
down-on-child-marriages

PONTUS ROSEEN MAR 12, 2018 01:42PM

Elon Musk is a strong proponent of moving humans
permanently to Mars. I don't think many people disagree
with this. But many are opposed to funneling resources into
this while the Earth still has many problems, like climate
change and poverty.
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/mar/11/el
on-musk-colonise-mars-third-world-war

Elon Musk: we must colonise
Mars to preserve our species in
a third world war
Humans must prioritise the
colonisation of Mars so the
species can be conser ved in the
event of a third world war, SpaceX and Tesla founder Elon Musk
said on Sunday.

THE GU ARDIAN

MATTIAS NITSCHKE MAR 12, 2018 01:45PM

Fossil gas
"Governments have been underestimating methane
emissions from gas and must phase out the fossil fuel, along
with coal and oil, by 2035 to keep within Paris climate
targets, a major study shows" 
 
At the same time are EU funding new gas infrastructure in
Europe with billions of euro, of public money. This will lock
Europe in to antoher 40-50 years of dependence on fossil
gas, so much longer then 2035. 
 
People advocationg for fossil gas means that it emits less
CO2 then coal and gas. Therefore, they aregue that it is a
clean transition fuel to renewables. 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/nov/07/
natural-gas-emissions-will-blow-europes-carbon-budget-
at-current-levels

OWAIS SYED MAR 12, 2018 01:36PM

Why paying mothers more could fix the
gender pay gap
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/02/how-better-
maternity-pay-can-�x-the-gender-pay-gap-and-boost-
productivity

IDA LUNDGREN MAR 12, 2018 01:20PM

Should gene editing be performed on
human embryos?

Pro and Con: Should Gene
Editing Be Performed on
Human Embryos?
Pro: Research on Gene Editing in
Humans Must Continue John
Harris is professor emeritus in
science ethics at Univ ersity of Manchester , U.K., and the author
of How to be Good, Oxfor d University Press 2016.

MAGAZINE

FÉLIX-ANTOINE CARDIN AL MAR 12, 2018 01:28PM
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Language debate in Québec
For those of you who are not aware of it, Canada's Province
of Québec is the only French speaking territory in North
America, and there is a big language debate about French
and culture preservation in the Province. Here is an article
highlighting this very situation, where Adidas store manager
speaking exclusively in English during a pre-media event
sparked off another debate about the language of the
workplace in Québec. 
http://nationalpost.com/news/canada/adidas-kicks-up-
language-scrap-with-unacceptable-downplaying-of-
french-at-montreal-store-opening 

MARIANAFER_FERGAR MAR 12, 2018 10:48AM

Degrowth and nationalism
Most of today's environmental and social problems are
because of our current neoliberal system ....one of the most
popular options against this has been the concept of
Degrowth, this implies deglobalising as well, which might
intrinsically imply nationalism. 
There's a strong debate around this and what
deglobalisation and demilitarizing a country
means....globalisation has been one of the main events that
has helped prevent wars

Brown-Green Degrowth? On
Nazis, Nationalism & the
Postgrowth Economy
tl;dr: Stefan Laurin 's painting of
Degrowth into the right-wing
nationalist corner is lazy armchair
journalism The ideas of a Degr owth-oriented society ar e a crude
mixture of environmentalism and National Socialism - sa ys
German journalist Stefan Laurin in a... #conviviality #degr owth
#ivanillich

ANDRÉ REICHEL

NIKOS JORD AN MAR 12, 2018 10:42AM

Immigration in Sweden
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-
countries/articles/2017-07-10/immigration-forces-
sweden-to-re-evaluate-its-welfare-state 
Immigration to Sweden has been a huge topic of discussion
in recent years, and this article discusses the issues and
perspectives surrounding it.

KATIE VONDEREMBSE MAR 12, 2018 11:03AM

Making 50% of the planet a nature
reserve?
"According to one recent report, the number of wild animals
on Earth has halved in the past 40 years."  With wildlife

declining at alarming rates, one radical solution suggests
turning half of the planet into a nature reserve.  The
argument is that humans share this planet with all other life,
so 50% is not asking too much.  Land preservation is
important because the planet's health is dependent on
biodiversity.

Should we give up half of the
Earth to wildlife?
The orangutan is one of our
planet's most distinctiv e and
intelligent creatures. It has been
observed using primitiv e tools,
such as the branch of a tree, to hunt food, and is capable of
complex social beha viour.

THE GU ARDIAN

KEITH NYENDE MAR 12, 2018 10:09AM

Migration
Israel authorities are implementing a deportation policy for
refugees and immigrants of African descent. The article
below captures different views on the issue. 
 

Israel Moves to Expel Africans.
Critics Say That's Not Jewish.
In a letter to Prime Minister
Benjamin Netany ahu, 36 Holocaust
survivors, many of them r efugees
from the ghettos and concentration
camps of Europe, beseeched him "t o learn the lesson" and not
to expel Africans seeking asylum in Isr ael.

NYTIMES

JOSEFINE SJÖBERG MAR 11, 2018 11:15PM

Sweden's so called "sustainable forestry"
Critics, and this is an increasing number, argue against- the
notion of Sweden's reputation of having a sustainable
forestry. Main counterargument is the continous
removal/transformation of natural (untouched/cultivated)
forests. Not many great sources in english here but found a
couple to highlight different views. 
https://www.swedishwood.com/about_wood/choosing-
wood/wood-and-the-environment/the-forest-and-
sustainable-forestry/ 
http://skyddaskogen.se/en/news/2604-forestry-in-
sweden-is-not-sustainable 
http://www.government.se/articles/2015/08/swedish-
strategy-for-biodiversity-and-ecosystem-services/ 
 

JOSEPHINE_KALDOR_4282 MAR 11, 2018 09:47PM
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Are social networking sites good for our
society?

Social Networking ProCon.org
Are social networking sites good
for society?

PROCON

SOFIA NORBERG MAR 11, 2018 09:10PM

Electric cars are strongly incrasing, but
are they a sustainable option?

Tesla's Electric Cars Aren't as
Green as You Might Think
Elon Musk is unv eiling the Tesla
Model 3 today. If you're planning to
buy one, you're probably feeling
pretty good about y ourself. Not
only will you have a sweet ride, but y ou'll be doing som ething
good for the envir onment! No gasoline-power ed sports cars to
get you through your midlife crisis, thank you very much.

WIRED

JOE STADLER MAR 11, 2018 03:44PM

Billionaires could end extreme poverty 7
times
“The billionaire boom is not a sign of a thriving economy but
a symptom of a failing economic system,” said Winnie
Byanyima, executive director of Oxfam International.  

Unfortunately this is quite off the international debate, but
it's nevertheless more urgent than ever to talk about the
inequalities of the worlds wealth distribution .

Billionaires Made So Much
Money Last Year They Could
End Extreme Poverty Seven
Times
The world's billionaires saw their
wealth surge by $762B, which is
enough to end extreme poverty seven times over, according to
Oxfam.

MONEY

ELINA HEDM AN MAR 11, 2018 02:45PM

The Gun-Control Debate After Parkland
A huge public debate in the US at the moment is the
controversial one of gun control. The  debate �ared up again
efter the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High

School, in Parkland, Florida.  
 
"This time feels different. Will things �nally change?"

The Gun-Control Debate After
Parkland
Is this the moment when the
politics of guns shifts? Since the
fatal shooting of se venteen
students and staff members last
month at Marjor y Stoneman Douglas High School, in Parkland,
Florida, advocates of stricter gun laws ha ve been asking that
question, with the war y hopefulness of people who, ti me and
again, have seen such turning points lead nowher e.

THE NEW Y ORKER

HOLLY MARRIOTT WEBB MAR 11, 2018 01:46PM

Independence movements
There are a great many independence movements in the
world today. Many of them are asking for greater autonomy
from the state they fall under, and some for full
independence as a new state. Their methods of securing
independence differ widely - some use democratic means
like referendums (e.g. Catalonia, Scotland, Kurdistan), others
use violence (anything from rioting to armed insurgency). 
 
We tend to think of the abstract right to self-determination
positively, and think that people should have a say over how
they are governed. Yet independence movements are often
viewed pretty negatively - some fairly for their racist or
anti-immigration sentiment,  or for the violence they
commit, but some perhaps unfairly. 
 
Could or should there be an internationally organised,
violence-free process for the formation of new states?
Should the consent of the country that is losing some of its
territory or people be required? Is the fragmentation of
states a good, bad, or neutral thing? 
 
Here's a map of some of Europe's independence movements:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-
interactive/2017/oct/27/beyond-catalonia-pro-
independence-movements-in-europe-map

PRAEWA LUENGVARINKUL MAR 11, 2018 12:06PM

Self-driving cars
This new kind of vehicle is taking to the roads, and people
are not sure if it is safe? How will it get along with other
road users? Will it really shake up the way we travel?
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Self-Driving Cars: The Good,
the Bad & the Ugly
Self-driving cars ar e coming. In
fact, they are already here. A self-
driving truck transported beer in
Colorado . In California, the y are
logging literally thousands of miles . Car manufactur es and
major tech companies lik e , , , and, most recently, are competing
to stay on the cutting edge of this technology .

THE JESUI T POST

The simple fact is that self driving cars will eliminate at the
very least a large portion of the shipping industry, and cause

a boom in unemployment. But self driving cars are just a part
of the growing problem of automation and the changes that

it'll cause ― EMAHLER19

EVA ANDERSSON MAR 11, 2018 11:39AM

Aviation tax
The debate on aviation tax is currently popular in Sweden as
a way to decrease the emissions from airplane travel. I’ve
linked some articles/opinion pages on it below, although
unfortunately some of them are in Swedish. The main
argument for the tax relies on the basis that it would
encourage travel that is more environmentally friendly.
Arguments against often center around that the tax in fact
would not do much in order to decrease emissions, hasn’t
been proven to be effective, and thus is not the right line of
action. Another argument against is that the aviation tax is
problematic from an equity standpoint as it would mainly
target people with smaller incomes who already �y less –
the most frequent �yers who consists of a wealthy elite
would presumably not change their �ying habits much with
an aviation tax as they still can afford the tickets. Based on
these ideas, a proposal by some people is a frequent �yer
levy where those who �y more should pay more.  

https://www.thelocal.se/20170608/what-you-need-to-
know-about-swedens-proposed-new-airline-tax 

https://www.svd.se/the-aviation-industry-always-say-no-
to-taxes 

https://www.svt.se/nyheter/utrikes/en-debatt-med-
moraliska-overtoner 

https://www.svt.se/opinion/centerpartisterna-rickard-
nordin-och-anders-akesson-om-�ygskatten 

http://neweconomics.org/2015/06/a-fairer-way-to-�y/

EMMA VANDENBROECK MAR 10, 2018 06:06PM

Gender quotas
Gender quotas are often used as a tool to break the glass
ceiling to get more women into positions of power in

government or companies. Proponents say it is a necessary
and transitionary tool, a way of making cultural change
happen more quickly. Opponents either put forward that the
women who will occupy those positions thanks to quotas
will appear as just have gotten the job because they are
women, not talent or say it's a from of discrimination. 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/nov/20/eu-to-
push-for-40-quota-for-women-on-company-boards

VERA SCHUM ANN MAR 10, 2018 02:48PM

Wind power
https://www.seeker.com/animals/birds-have-much-
bigger-enemies-than-wind-turbines 
An article responding to Trump's claim that wind power is
killing birds, �nances, and the environment. However, even
among environmentalists the debate about wind power is
heated when comparing the advantages of fossil-free and
renewable energy with the way wind turbines are produced
and transported and their relatively short life span.

JÖRAN M ATSON MAR 10, 2018 12:43PM

GMOs
This article argues that GMOs may be a necessary tool for
water and food security as 90% of the worlds fresh water is
already used for agriculture.  
 
https://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/genetic-
engineered-crops-more-ef�cient-water/

AFRIN J AHAN MAR 10, 2018 12:11AM

"Female genital mutilation" one of most
unrealistic practice in few society. The
debating point is that is it a notions of
society or a part of religion or a way to
dominate women's desire in names of
honesty !!!

Female genital mutilation
(FGM)
Female genital mutilation (FGM) is
a procedure where the female
genitals are deliberately cut, injured
or changed, but wher e there's no
medical reason for this to be done.
It's also known as "f emale
circumcision" or "cutting", and by
other terms such as sunna,
gudniin, halalays, tahur, megrez and khitan, among ot hers.

WWW

CHANELCONTOS MAR 09, 2018 05:15PM
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The ideal diet for health and
sustainability is still being debated
https://www.nbcnews.com/better/pop-culture/pros-
cons-america-s-favorite-diet-plans-ncna854396

JONAS BARTKE MAR 09, 2018 12:23PM

Introducing Amazon go!
Amazon �rst managed to increase online shopping to a large
extent, in�uencing consumer behaviour and our
relationship to purchase products from all over the world. 
Now, Amazon tries to sell the initial idea of non-virtual
shopping to consumers in form of classic supermarkets.
However, they are slighly different from what we are used
to... 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/jan/21/ama
zons-�rst-automated-store-opens-to-public-on-monday

LILLY ZDANSKY CO TTLE MAR 09, 2018 10:01AM

Abortion
Though this debate topic may seem broad within the course
theme, women’s right and health are featured in the
sustainable development goals.  
There are of course varying perspectives on this topic:
overpopulation, life quality, mother’s wellbeing, religious
(remember not just Christianity) standpoints of human life.. 

http://www.ipas.org/~/media/Files/PubsManual/SDAFCT
E15.ashx 

OLGA MELNIK OVA MAR 08, 2018 07:29PM

Is artificial intelligence a bad or a good
thing?

Bene�ts & Risks of Arti�cial
Intelligence - Future of Life
Institute
Why do we need r esearch to
ensure that artificial intelligence
remains safe and beneficial? What
are the benefits and risks of ar tificial intelligence?

FUTURE OF LIFE INSTI TUTE

LAURA MI TCHELL MAR 08, 2018 05:44PM

The #MeToo movement - centering around women’s sexual
harassment allegations �nally being listened to. Is it a witch
hunt? (And is this a bad thing?)  

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/17/opinion/columnists

/weinstein-harassment-witchunt.html 
 
http://www.thejournal.ie/readme/debate-room-me-too-
witch-hunt-3803090-Jan2018/

ESMÉE RAM AAKER MAR 08, 2018 03:27PM

Universal Basic Income
This article provides for a very interesting input in the
discussion on Universal Basic Income (UBI). The article links
UBI and sustainable consumption in a compelling way. 

_Basic_Income_Studies__Basic_Income_and_Sustainable_Consumption_Strategies.pdf
PDF document

PADLET DRIVE

江崎友亮 MAR 07, 2018 04:57PM

vegetarian is healthy or not?
http://atlanta.cbslocal.com/2014/04/01/study-
vegetarians-less-healthy-lower-quality-of-life-than-meat-
eaters/ 
 
https://www.health.harvard.edu/staying-
healthy/becoming-a-vegetarian

Study: Vegetarians Less Healthy, Lower Quality Of Life Than
Meat-Eaters...what an incredibly sad caption!

― JONAS BARTKE

KAYLA VAN CLEA VE MAR 07, 2018 12:01PM

Is a global climate treaty a want or a
need?
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※※※※※※

Cities Can Act on Climate, and
Add Pressure
While we wait for an inter-
governmental agreement, rapid
action by cities, businesses and
citizens can get us on an
emissions downwar ds trajectory.

NYTIMES

https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2014/09/28/is-a-global-climate-treaty-only-a-pipe-dream/cities-can-act-on-climate-and-add-pressure

