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16.04. Resistance: Being a Voice for the Voiceless
- News and Actors
Add links on news regarding resistance and giving a voice to the voiceless. Which particular actors
can you �nd that are relevant in this regard? What is going on in the world?
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LUCY_MCCREANOR APR 16, 2018 05:26PM

Voice for the voiceless...

365 Day Vow of Silence
for animal rights
activism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgR_zz8Kmbs

HARRISON CROSS APR 16, 2018 05:05PM

https://amp.smh.com.au/national/everyday-heroes-
compelled-to-break-the-law-when-government-fails-to-
protect-us-20180325-p4z64n.html

TIM KUYVENHOVEN APR 16, 2018 05:12PM

Ahed Tamimi, symbol of hope
16 year old Ahed has been sentenced to an eight month
sentence  for physically harassing an occupational guard on
Palestinian territory.  She's causing quite the media stir. Can
her civil disobedience be a catalyst for wider attention being
given  to and consequences for the illigal Israeli occupation?

Ahed Tamimi: One story,
multiple narratives
Palestinians in the Occupied
Territories are among the most
watched people on the planet.
They're under the constant gaze of
Israeli soldiers. But in the Israeli media, Palestinians aren't as
visible as you might think. And when they do attract news
coverage, there's a perception issue.

ALJAZEERA

EVA ANDERSSON APR 16, 2018 05:00PM

Teachers walkout
Articles on the teachers walkout in Oklahoma where they
are demanding greater funding towards education. Tens of

thousands of people gathered in the Capitol, and similar
movements are taking place in other states as well. Maybe
students can in some way be viewed as "voiceless" in this
context as they are too young to vote but are yet highly
impacted by the decision-makers. 
 
http://kwsn.com/news/articles/2018/apr/03/oklahoma-
teachers-vow-to-stage-second-day-of-walkouts/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/12/us/oklahoma-
teachers-strike.html 
http://time.com/5239548/oklahoma-teachers-walkout-
ends/

EMILIO GONZALEZ S APR 16, 2018 04:39PM

Civil disobedience agains reforms in
Mexico

Mexico presents education
reform despite teacher
opposition
If deadlines are met, Mexican
students will begin the 2017/2018
academic year with a new
education plan that terminates a 70-year-old model and seeks
to raise the country's historically low student achievement
levels. The reform was one of the star proposals of President
Enrique Peña Nieto, and met with significant opposition from
teacher unions before and after its parliamentary approval in
2013.

EL PAÍS

OLGA MELNIKOVA APR 16, 2018 04:26PM

Climate Disobedience Center
The Climate Disobedience Center
exists to support a growing
community of climate dissidents
who take the risk of acting
commensurate with the scale and
urgency of the crisis. The title of Gandhi's autobiography is "The
Story of My Experiments with Truth."

CLIMATE DISOBEDIENCE CENTER
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MOLLIE ZALAS APR 16, 2018 04:09PM

Civil Disobedience in Hong Kong
People protested against the criticism a pro-democratic
scholar received when they spoke out as it is a "suppression
of free speech"

Hongkongers rally at legislature
over 'attacks on free speech'
Pro-democracy politicians voice
alarm at government's rebuke to
scholar, as their opponents step up
calls for national security
legislation

SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST

FÉLIX-ANTOINE CARDINAL APR 16, 2018 03:53PM

Situation with Japanese Whalers
Here is some news regarding the organisation Sea Shepard.
Have fun reading it!  
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/29/
sea-shepherd-says-it-will-abandon-pursuit-of-japanese-
whalers 

SARA ONSTEN APR 16, 2018 03:53PM

"How a group of �ve activists called the Valve Turners
decided to �ght global warming by doing whatever it takes."

'I'm Just More Afraid of Climate
Change Than I Am of Prison'
Foster, who is 53, was charged with
criminal trespass and criminal
mischief, conspiracy to commit
criminal mischief and reckless
endangerment. At his bond hearing in Cavalier, N.D., he learned
that he faced a maximum sentence of more than 26 years.
When prosecutors requested that his bail be set at $100,000,
Foster asked for a chance to speak.

NYTIMES

MARIA WALLENTHIN APR 16, 2018 03:55PM

Lawyer Siti Kasim has been striving to
empower Malaysia's marginalized and
oppressed communities to speak up for
themselves.
There are Orang Asli people still living in bamboo houses,
with no clean water or electricity. 
Orang Asli have been facing dif�culties trying to hold on to
their way of life in the only home they've known, the forest,
as the state government has increasingly been encroaching
upon it for logging and mining activities. 
Together with others, including Orang Asli activists, we go
in and tell them that they have rights, they can speak up and

not be afraid. No one can arrest them if they have done
nothing wrong," explained Siti, adding that they are often
threatened with arrests for challenging such
encroachments. 

A woman's �ght to embolden
Malaysia's voiceless | DW |
08.03.2017
Embodying this year's International
Women's Day theme of being bold
for change, lawyer Siti Kasim has
been striving to empower Malaysia's marginalized and
oppressed communities to speak up for themselves.
Vociferous, unapologetic, doesn't suffer fools gladly: that about
sums up Siti Zabedah Kasim.

DW.COM

K. O. APR 16, 2018 03:34PM

Civil disobedience is the only way left to
fight climate change
This article shows the important role of civil disobedience in
coal industry in order to overcome political barriers which
prevent sustainable development.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/may/1
3/civil-disobedience-climate-change-protesters

JACOB SANDSTRÖM APR 16, 2018 03:28PM

Sometimes, being a "voice for the
voiceless" is another excuse to place
ourselves at the centre of the story.
http://www.craiggreen�eld.com/blog/voiceforthevoiceless

FELIX BRANDT APR 16, 2018 03:22PM

Obama foundation helps give a voice to
the voiceless
https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2018/apr/16/obama-foundations-fellows-include-
south-african-activist-and-afghan-refugee

JOSEPHINE_KALDOR_4282 APR 16, 2018 02:12PM

Criticism of the UN for their Climate
Change youth video contest
The UN has received criticism for creating a competition for
youth between 18 - 30 year olds in Canada. Calling youth to
create a 3 minute video, following speci�c and
"questionable" criteria, of their civil disobedience for a cash
prize.  
 
Is this the role of the UN? Or is this an example of many
peoples' resistance to the climate challenge?
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UN's 'climate change' youth video contest rewards civil
disobedience
by Rebel Media

YOUTUBE

KATIE VONDEREMBSE APR 16, 2018 01:13PM

Standing up for homeless children
Stand Up for Kids is a nonpro�t in the United States that
works with thousands of homeless youth across the
country.  Their main goal is to to empower at-risk youth
toward lifelong personal growth through counseling,
mentoring, and life-skills training. 
http://www.standupforkids.org/who-we-are

OSKAR NORMANSSON MYLONAS APR 16, 2018 01:17PM

Climate necessity - acquitting activists
of criminal charges
For quite some time neoliberal market practices have
justi�ed ecological deterioration through �nancial returns.  
Activists �ght these immoral practices on behalf of the
environment, but there is a price to be paid for this
protection as these market practices are protected by the
legal landscape in many ways.  

This article talks about how an American judge refused to
convict several people charged with acts of civil
disobedience against a gas pipeline project. The judge
deemed the accused to not be responsible by reason of
climate necessity.  

This represents the development in shifting judicial
consciousness and legal landscape toward possible
acquitting climate activists of criminal charges in the name
of the environment. 

http://vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/kegan-pepper-
smith-climate-necessity-new-defence-in-civil-
disobedience-cases

JOE STADLER APR 16, 2018 12:11PM

Environmental Justice Atlas

This Atlas shows you the resistance movements against
fossil fuel projects all around the world, referred to as
Blockadia. 
 
Super inspiring map, with an interactive legend and infos on
all the resistance movements. De�nitely check it out!

Blockadia: Keep Fossil Fuels in
the Ground! | EJAtlas
On every continent there is an
increasing frequency and intensity
of resistance movements against
fossil fuel projects. These
interwoven spaces of resistance are Blockadia, along the chain
of extraction, transportation and combustion.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ATLAS

KEITH NYENDE APR 16, 2018 11:01AM

What Standing Rock Tells Us
About Civil Disobedience
The history of social reform in
America is inextricably tied to civil
disobedience. Women used it to
advocate for their right to vote
during the women's suffrage movement. Civil rights activists
held sit-ins and marches to demand the end of discriminatory
policies and racial segregation during the 1960s.

YES! MAGAZINE

NIKOS JORDAN APR 16, 2018 05:24PM

Climate Disobedience in the Time of
Trump
https://www.thenation.com/article/climate-disobedience-
in-the-time-of-trump/ 
An interview with a civil disobedience activist who avoided
sentencing due to a sympathetic jury and who discusses the
necessity and nature of civil disobedience regarding climate
change in the modern day.

PONTUS ROSEEN APR 16, 2018 10:08AM

When to protest and when to play along
and attempt to control the damage

Civil Disobedience in the Trump
Era
This dilemma has stood at the
heart of the civil disobedience
debate throughout American
history. Today, it is especially
pervasive for members of the Trump White House who object to
his divisive, intolerant stances.

HARVARDPOLITICS
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Connecting religion to a Vegan lifestyle -
Pelle Strindlund
Pelle is a religious activist who has dedicated much of his life
to oppose the human consumption of animals or animal
products. According to Pelle, these kind of practises are
always to be regarded as "slavery."

Pelle Strindlund | Jordens
herrar
Liten etta, fast i lugn och lantlig
omgivning. Gratis kost och logi!
Vem kan tacka nej till ett sånt
erbjudande? Svaret är att det kan
nog faktiskt ingen, som råkar vara höna, gris eller mink och inte
pratar människospråk.

GÖTEBORGS-POSTEN

MARIANAFER_FERGAR APR 15, 2018 07:59PM

Civil war resistances
I believe is extraordinary how certain stress situations can
push people to get together and get courage they normally
wouldnt have. Also I believe art is a wonderful and very
impressing way to express discomfort and "civil
disobedience" the case with muralisms, mostly in
Latinamerica has been a very important trade mark for this,
like this chilean example. 

The Chilean muralists who
de�ed Pinochet
Walk around the side of the GAM,
the main cultural centre in the
Chilean capital Santiago, and you
come across a striking mural, 25m
(80ft) wide and 3m high, covering an entire wall. In bold, bright
colours, it shows a copper miner, a student, a fisherman and a
member of Chile's largest indigenous community, the Mapuche.

BBC NEWS

MATTIAS NITSCHKE APR 16, 2018 05:37PM

Fracking
Here's a website with local resistance to fracking in UK. 

http://frack-off.org.uk/ 

EMMA VANDENBROECK APR 14, 2018 06:34PM

Legal battles related to civil disobedience

"Sometimes Fighting
Climate Change Means
Breaking the Law"
 

Sometimes Fighting Climate
Change Means Breaking the
Law
A woman sees a child fall down a
well, so she climbs a fence onto
private property to save the child's
life. In the unlikely event that the woman were charged with
criminal trespassing, her attorney would use a choice-of-evils
defense, also known as a necessity defense, to get her
acquitted.

THE NEW YORKER

JOSE PHINE APR 13, 2018 06:01PM

Teens' act of civil disobedience
Recent shooting survivors: 
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2018-02-
22/civil-disobedience-teen-shooting-survivors-shake-up-
capitol

ANONYMOUS APR 13, 2018 04:26PM

Dear Karl!
While it is true that civil disobedience led to change of
governments in Libya, Egypt to mention but a few.  The civil
war in Syria started as 
 a civil disobedience, however, when the government
responded with force, the said protesters got the support of
the rich countries to �ght the government of  
 Bashar al-Assad. Is civil disobedience different from
terrorism? Is the West voice of voiceless? 
 
Narice Ninyesiga 
 

SOFIA NORBERG APR 13, 2018 02:52PM

Why march when you can share a
Facebook post?
This article is arguing that "slacktivism" is over and that
activism and debate are bred in social media but that
frustration about current failures in society are making
people march and to take action.
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Slacktivism is over. The
#NeverAgain movement is
about what's next
But if that was all it took,
thousands of people wouldn't have
flooded the streets of cities around
the country this weekend to call for gun law reform.

CNN

I wonder if this trend will be sustained and that more people
in America will regularly be politically active. I'm worried

that things will die down but I think people are realizing a lot
of things need to change and they need to work to change

them. ― EMAHLER19

VITA JEX-BLAKE APR 13, 2018 11:16AM

Cont: What about nature?
The concept of legal personality has been developed in
order to extend legal obligations and duties to non-human
entities. It traditionally is de�ned as "one who is a subject of
international law so as to enjoy rights, duties or powers
established in international law and… the capacity to act on
the international plane" (Oppenheim).  

Environmental protection has largely been left up to policy,
but an alternate approach would be to grant nature legal
personality whereby it would confer upon them full rights
and obligations in a court of law. J Douglas in the case of
Sierra Club v Morton stated:  
"contemporary public concern for protecting nature's
ecological equilibrium should lead to the conferral of standing
upon environmental objects to sue for their own preservation". 

Giving rights to the rightless is a controversial issue, but is
beginning to appear in debates of international
environmental law - New Zealand is such example where the
Whanganui River is now a legal person.  
https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-
involved/features/innovative-bill-protects-whanganui-
river-with-legal-personhood/

HOLLY MARRIOTT WEBB APR 12, 2018 05:22PM

Being a voice for the voiceless vs.
supporting people to tell their own
stories
“There’s really no such thing as ‘the voiceless.’ There are
only the deliberately silenced, or the preferably unheard” -
Arundhati Roy

In this article the author argues that we have to be a bit
careful with the idea of being a voice for the voiceless.
Although there are good intentions behind it, she argues
that instead of trying to speak for people, we should be
amplifying their voices instead.

 
https://inclusivus.org/inpowered-
perspectives/2017/3/8/why-we-should-avoid-becoming-
the-voice-of-the-voiceless

ESMÉE RAMAAKER APR 12, 2018 12:38PM

A voice to the voiceless: what about
nature?
When talking about giving a voice to the voiceless, green
activism is often brought up as a great example of how
'nature' has been given a voice. Yet, this article discusses the
representation of nature and questions what it means to
speak on behalf of nature and whether this is justi�able and
legitimate.

The problem of representing nature.pdf
PDF document

PADLET DRIVE

JONAS BARTKE APR 12, 2018 10:34AM

Giving a voice to animals in England via
activist pressure
 Thanks to a campaign by animal activists, a zoo in
Shropshire, England has abandoned its annual Easter sheep
race. A petition urging Hoo Farm Animal Kingdom to call off
the senseless event was signed by more than 52,000 people
concerned about the practice and the animals used in it: 
 
https://www.onegreenplanet.org/news/sheep-race-
canceled-thanks-activist-pressure/

LILLY ZDANSKY COTTLE APR 11, 2018 05:33PM

David Naibei
Chad, a country in north-central Africa, is considered to be
at extreme risk by the climate change vulnerability index
due to “high poverty, frequent con�icts and constant risks of
droughts and �oods”. David Naibei states that
“environmental education is the most powerful weapon to
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save our world.” Without the knowledge of the
environmental impacts of everyday activities and the threats
facing their country, the new generation doesn’t have the
means to create change and a sustainable future.  
Naibei empowers the youth in Chad through education, but
also shares the situation of his home country with the rest
of the world, giving Chad a voice to be heard.  

Naibei has spoken alongside the president of Chad to the
UN regarding climate issues, and below is his presentation
at ‘One Young World’. 
https://youtu.be/Gz6LzwKy1P8

ELINA HEDMAN APR 11, 2018 02:07PM

Elaine Eksvärd and "treskablinoll"
As someone who gives a voice to the voiceless I would like to
present Elaine Eksvärd, a swedish rhetoric expert and
author. She uses her own experiences of sexual abuse (her
father abused her as a child) to �ght for children’s rights.
She founded a company called treskablinoll (Three shall be
zero - referring to statistics of sexual abuse of children) that
is ”a non-pro�t company that works to combat sexual abuse
of children. Through education in integrity and crime
prevention efforts, Treskablinoll breaks the silence of sexual
offenders and gives the children back their right to a safe
childhood” (my translation).

Unfortunately the information I found is all in swedish but
feel free to ask me anything if you would like to know more.  

Elaine Eksvärd bekämpar
sexualbrott mot barn: "Tre ska
bli noll!"
De senaste månaderna har mamas
bloggare Elaine Eksvärd jobbat
stenhårt med projektet Tre ska bli
noll, som verkar för att bekämpa sexualbrott mot barn. Som
liten blev Elaine själv sexuellt utnyttjad av sin egen pappa, vilket
hon skrivit om i boken "Medan han lever".

MAMA

江崎友亮 APR 10, 2018 01:21PM

Malala
I think she is the most succeeded person in terms of giving a
voice to the voiceless.

Malala Yousafzai
Activist for girls' education and the
world's youngest Nobel laureate
Malala Yousafzai has returned to
Pakistan for the first time since
being attacked by Taliban militants
in 2012. Now 20, she is attending Oxford and is visiting her
home country to meet with its prime minister.

BIOGRAPHY

VERA SCHUMANN APR 09, 2018 07:52PM

A legal precedent?
"Good golly! A few minutes ago a Boston judge acquitted 13
pipeline protesters on the grounds that the climate crisis
made it necessary for them to commit civil disobedience."
This statement by Bill McKibben nicely summarizes the
content of this article. A possible milestone in
environmental activism! 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/pi
peline-protesters-boston-protest-not-guilty-climate-
change-karenna-gore-mary-ann-driscoll-a8276851.html

LAURA MITCHELL APR 09, 2018 04:38PM

Peggy Oki
One of my favourite women of all time - she is literally a
voice for the voiceless through her activism that raises
awareness to the perils of commercial whaling. 
 
http://www.origamiwhalesproject.org/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycB29FkoylE 
 

CHANELCONTOS APR 09, 2018 12:13AM

Giving a voice to victims of sexual abuse
"The purpose of the event, which was held from 2 to 4 p.m.,
was to show sexual assault survivors that they were not
alone" http://www.dailynebraskan.com/news/end-rape-
on-campus-rally-gives-voice-support-to-
sexual/article_84b2ceb6-393e-11e8-89b5-
f7dab9868e43.html
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