
padlet.com/asc5/gihtyg7gx8r2

07.05 Finding Collective Agency in a Sea of
Individualism - News and Actors
ACTORS AND STRATEGIES FOR CHANGE MAY 04, 2018 01:14PM
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Sustainababble
Podcast on Neo-liberalism and sustainability. 
I especially found the de�nition on neo-liberalism very
useful. 
http://www.sustainababble.�sh/?tag=neoliberalism

EVA ANDERSSON MAY 07, 2018 05:02PM

Climate Parliament
This weekend the Climate Parliament was held in
Stockholm. It was inspired by the People's Parliaments of the
1890s and organizes people all over Sweden to collectively
discuss issues related to the climate. Proposals for dealing
with today's climate challenges are then considered and
voted on, and then handed over to the Swedish Parliament.
A good example I think of creating collective agency! 
http://klimatriksdagen.se/om/?sprak=eng

JACOB SANDSTRÖM MAY 07, 2018 04:45PM

Don’t blame neoliberalism, blame the
state
https://mg.co.za/article/2016-11-17-dont-blame-
neoliberalism-blame-the-state

TIM KUYVENHOVEN MAY 07, 2018 04:35PM

Calling a spade a spade - Varoufakis on
class war
 ''The only prospect for civilizing society and detoxifying
politics is a new political movement that harnesses on
behalf of a new humanism the burning injustice that class
war manufactures. Judging by its callous treatment of US
Senator Bernie Sanders and Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn,
the [neo_]liberal establishment seems to fear such a
movement more than it does Trump and Brexit.'' - Yannis
Varoufakis 

The High Cost of Denying Class
War, by Yanis Varoufakis
The rise of populism on both sides
of the Atlantic is being investigated
psychoanalytically, culturally,
anthropologically, aesthetically, and
of course in terms of identity politics. The only angle left
unexplored is the one that holds the key to understanding what
is going on: the unceasing class war waged against the poor
since the late 1970s.

PROJECT SYNDICATE

K. O. MAY 07, 2018 05:38PM

Combine an immigrant population with a
collectivist society that fosters individual
creativity and you have the foundation
for a startup nation.
https://www.israel21c.org/in-israel-individualism-and-
collectivism-happily-coexist/

MOLLIE ZALAS MAY 07, 2018 04:23PM

How Lagos waged a war against water
privatisation - and turned the tide
Water rights campaigners joined together with
Environmental Rights Action (ERA) Nigeria and other groups
to successfully stop the privatisation water infrastructure

How Lagos waged a war
against water privatisation -
and turned the tide
"In my almost seven years of living
there, I don't think we've
experienced any government
water," Funmi Ajayi said. "An elder who has been living there
since 1979 has told me he has never seen water."
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Social Movements & Neoliberalism
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"We propose that social movements are absolutely integral
to how our societies are made and unmade across time."  
Across the globe people coming together to protest the
consequences of neoliberal policies on their livelihoods and
standards of living (e.g., the privatization of water in Detroit).

Viewpoint: Social Movements
and Neoliberalism
Laurence Cox (National University
of Ireland, Maynooth) and Alf
Gunvald Nilsen (University of
Bergen) "Fight, fight! Water is a
human right! " This was one of the many slogans heard on the
streets of downtown Detroit on 18 July, when angry citizens
staged a march to protest the decision by the city's Water and
Sewerage Department to shut off the water supply of some
15,000 households with overdue water bills.

DISCOVER SOCIETY

FELIX BRANDT MAY 07, 2018 03:57PM

Thr issues with collective agency
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/may/
07/rohingya-refugees-monsoon-myanmar-bangladesh

FÉLIX-ANTOINE CARDINAL MAY 07, 2018 03:55PM

Factors of Individual Success
Hi everyone, in another of my CEMUS class, a book we need
to read is Outlier, by Malcom Gladwell where he discusses
about individual success. He proves throughout the book
that individual efforts are only a mere fraction of what is
needed to achieve greatness, alongside luck, societal
movements and demographics. I think it relates to the idea
that collective movements have a great impact on what we
perceive as a successful society and that no one can truly
achieve its full potential based on pure individualism. 

A member from my class shared the pdf version of the book
with our group. Here it is

Malcolm Gladwell-Outliers_ The Story of Success-Little,
Brown Young Readers (2008).pdf
PDF document
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NIKOS JORDAN MAY 07, 2018 03:11PM

Decline of Unions in the Neoliberal Age
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/237802311665
6847 
Interesting scholarly article about the challenges unions
face in the current neoliberal system.

OSKAR NORMANSSON MYLONAS MAY 07, 2018 02:21PM

The State of Western International
development
"It is time to accept that the neoliberal development
regime is, and always has been, a tool for spreading and
legitimising neocolonial empire" 
 
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/opinion/The-State-of-
Western-International-Development-20180410-0038.html

EMMA VANDENBROECK MAY 07, 2018 01:12PM
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The essence of neoliberalism - by Pierre
Bourdieu
Interesting essay on the topic by Pierre Bourdieu (written in
1998)

The essence of neoliberalism
the dominant discourse would
have it, the economic world is a
pure and perfect order, implacably
unrolling the logic of its predictable
consequences, and prompt to
repress all violations by the sanctions that it inflicts, either
automatically or -more unusually - through the intermediary of
its armed extensions, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) and the policies they impose: reducing
labour costs, reducing public expenditures and making work
more flexible.

LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE

PRAEWA LUENGVARINKUL MAY 07, 2018 12:16PM

The era of protest

We are living through a golden
age of protest | LA Kauffman
We are in an extraordinary era of
protest. Over the course of the first
15 months of the 45th presidency,
more people have joined
demonstrations than at any other time in American history. Take
a minute and digest that: never before have as many Americans
taken to the streets for political causes as are marching and
rallying now.

THE GUARDIAN

JONAS BARTKE MAY 07, 2018 11:37AM

Collective agency ahead of the Mexican
elections - for the better or worse?
 On Sunday 1st of July 2018, Mexico �nds itself at a
crossroads. It faces different scenarios: 

1) A continuation of the status quo and the metastasizing of
the neoliberal capitalist logic in all areas of public and
private life. This would entail the bleak, gradual demise of all
forms of political community which are necessary for the
survival of democracy. 

2) A violent disorganized, disoriented and fragmented
collective outburst, lacking any sound progressive
ideological vision, which would be confronted by an
increasingly militarized corporate State. 
This would engender a cataclysmic situation: the complete
failure of Mexican institutions and/or civil war. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/democraciaabierta/alejan
dra-gait-n-barrera/mexico-on-edge-of-dystopian-cliff 

PONTUS ROSEEN MAY 07, 2018 11:11AM

How did it start?

Study �nds society shifted
towards individualism a
CENTURY ago
Individualism is the belief that
personal needs are more important
than the needs of society as a
whole It is said to have first developed among Baby Boomers,
born after WWII Ex perts studied baby names and birth rates
over the past 150 years They also studied the changing use of
'individualistic' words in books Research said individualist
behaviours began at the turn of 20th century And this was
blamed on a shift from manual labour to office jobs Selfies and
self-indulgent Facebook statuses suggest we are more
narcissistic than ever.

MAIL ONLINE

EMILIO GONZALEZ S MAY 07, 2018 08:41AM

A humane solution to inmigration in the
USA

Here's a new, compassionate
idea for dealing with illegal
immigration
Sponsorship would be a
community-building approach to
integrating immigrants that treats
them with dignity and makes citizens part of the solution. While
the debate over immigration rages on the national stage, a key
piece of the solution may actually be much more American,
reflecting the best of the American spirit.

USA TODAY

ANONYMOUS MAY 07, 2018 07:38AM
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Refugees and immigrants crossing the
Mediterranean Sea to live in Spain.
These refugees helped by illegal
smugglers whose business is booming
because of a huge number of refugees
and economic immigrant crossing into
Europe. According to the Refugees and
economic immigrants were coming from
Africa. It goes on to say that the
Refugees and immigrants were coming
from Bangladesh, Egypt, Nigeria,
Morocco, Ghana, Pakistan, Sudan, Libya,
Eritrea and Senegal rescued in the
overcrowded rubber boat. However, I
failed to understand if Pakistan and
Bangladesh are African countries.
By Narice 
https://www.mail.com/int/news/europe/8467870-spain-
rescues-476-migrants-crossing-mediterranean.html#.1258-
stage-hero1-3 

SOFIA NORBERG MAY 06, 2018 09:29PM

Social entrepreneurs in collaboration
with big pharma to tackle major health
challenges

Bayer and Norrsken in
partnership to conquer hugest
challenges facing humanity
Leaps by Bayer and Norrsken join
forces to solve global challenges
related to health and nutrition. The
partnership involves collaboration locally in Sweden as well as
globally, including a potential expansion of Norrsken's global
presence to support social impact entrepreneurs.

MYNEWSDESK

OLGA MELNIKOVA MAY 06, 2018 06:08PM

Into Unity: A Journey into Ecovillage
Living

Into Unity: A Journey into
Ecovillage Living
6 minutes | "Together with others, I
know I can get much further." INTO
UNITY tells a story that is both
personal and universal: that of our
deep sense of longing for a truer way of living. In this...

FILMS FOR ACTION

KAYLA VAN CLEAVE MAY 06, 2018 04:57PM

Inside look
Human Rights Watch investigates the ICC's practices on
preliminary examinations which decides on opening a case
or not. This article describes some interesting barriers and
�ndings that illuminates a part of the inner-workings of this
transnational network.

ICC Prosecutor Can Spur
National Justice
(The Hague) - The prosecutor's
office at the International Criminal
Court (ICC) has important leverage
to encourage countries to
investigate and prosecute grave international crimes, Human
Rights Watch said in a report released today.

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

LUCY_MCCREANOR MAY 06, 2018 02:22PM

An Islamic perspective
The Culture of Individualism and Collectivism in Balancing
Accountability and Innovation in Education
 
 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228322260_Th
e_Culture_of_Individualism_and_Collectivism_in_Balanci
ng_Accountability_and_Innovation_in_Education_An_Isla
mic_Perspective

ANONYMOUS MAY 06, 2018 02:20PM

An Islamic perspe
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228322260_Th
e_Culture_of_Individualism_and_Collectivism_in_Balanci
ng_Accountability_and_Innovation_in_Education_An_Isla
mic_Perspective
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ESMÉE RAMAAKER MAY 06, 2018 12:08PM

Collective Agency and SD
This article discusses how collective agency can support the
implementation of sustainability policies. It uncovers how
individual and collective levels are linked. It also includes a
framework that helps to analyse how grassroot
organizations emerge.
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Collective Agency in Sustainability Implementation.pdf
PDF document
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ZAD Forever
A big area where a new airport is planned close to Nantes in
France has been squatted by people including locals,
farmers and others for 10 years. They have built up an
autonomous, almost self suf�cient community but are
always �ghting with the state and police. Now, they are
struggeling to defend this area from eviction again. 

Some background:
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/dec/28/en
d-of-la-zad-frances-utopian-anti-airport-community-
faces-bitter-last-stand 

Great story from last months big battle with the French
police: 
https://zadforever.blog/2018/04/24/the-revenge-against-
the-commons/

KEITH NYENDE MAY 05, 2018 08:07PM

Movements and Refugees In Israel

Rabbis launch movement to
protect African migrants from
deportation
As government rhetoric regarding
mass deportation continues to
unnerve Eritrean and Sudanese
asylum-seekers - as well as many Israelis - Rabbis for Human
Rights launched an Anne Frank-inspired campaign last week to
protect them. And on Saturday, 470 university professors from
across the nation wrote an open letter to President Reuven
Rivlin, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and members of
Knesset, also demanding deportation efforts cease
immediately.

THE JERUSALEM POST | JPOST.COM

JOSEPHINE_KALDOR_4282 MAY 05, 2018 05:59PM

International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN)
ICAN composes of volunteers from all over the globe, with
some joining at just 10 years old, to advocate for non-
nuclear-armed states negotiate a treaty banning nuclear
weapons.  
 
http://www.icanw.org  
 

A New Generation Against the
Bomb
Since its founding in Melbourne,
Australia, in 2007, ICAN has
encouraged and accepted
contributions from every person of
every age. "ICAN is not a youth organization," explains Tim
Wright, ICAN's very first volunteer. "We're an intergenerational
campaign. Indeed, that's one of our greatest strengths. We have
octogenarians working alongside school students.

THE NATION

LILLY ZDANSKY COTTLE MAY 05, 2018 12:48AM

COP 23
It’s interesting to consider the ‘collective agency’ of the
nations involved in the COP 23 agreement in Bonn. We know
there’s dif�culties with allocation of responsibility in such a
large scale demonstration of collaboration... 
 
https://theconversation.com/amp/cop-23-three-ways-
cities-are-leading-the-�ght-against-climate-change-87277

HARRISON CROSS MAY 04, 2018 08:56PM

"Documents show ties
between university,
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conservative donors"

https://apnews.com/0c87e4318bcc4eb9b8e69f9f54c7b889 

江崎友亮 MAY 04, 2018 06:10PM

A New Wave Against the Rock: New
social movements in Japan since the
Fukushima nuclear meltdown

A New Wave Against the Rock:
New social movements in
Japan since the Fukushima
nuclear meltdown | The Asia-
Paci�c Journal: Japan Focus
This article seeks to grasp the
character of the new social movements that appeared around
the world in the decade beginning in 2010, using the antinuclear
movement in Japan after the Fukushima disaster as a case
study. It examines why these movements have not had a direct
effect on elections.
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LILLY ZDANSKY COTTLE MAY 04, 2018 05:14PM

What exactly is ‘Neo-liberalism’?
“...The transformation of the state from a provider of public
welfare to a promoter of markets and competition helps to
enable this shift.” 
https://theconversation.com/amp/what-exactly-is-
neoliberalism-84755

LAURA MITCHELL MAY 04, 2018 03:56PM

"Neoliberalism has conned us into
fighting climate change as individuals"
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/true-
north/2017/jul/17/neoliberalism-has-conned-us-into-
�ghting-climate-change-as-individuals

HOLLY MARRIOTT WEBB MAY 04, 2018 03:22PM

“The strongest person in the world is she
who is most connected”
In this article, philosopher Kimberley Brownlee takes a look
at the stories we tell ourselves about individualism and
strength, arguing that ‘the self-reliant individual is a myth
that needs updating’. Instead, she thinks we are strongest as
part of a network of social connections. 

Maybe to get better at exercising collective agency we need
to tell better stories about collective heroes, not individual

ones. 
 
https://aeon.co/ideas/what-lies-behind-the-myth-of-the-
strong-self-reliant-loner

AYESHA ALI MAY 04, 2018 02:44PM

"Competition is the only legitimate
organising principle for human activity"
An interesting and in-depth analysis of how neoliberalism
was legitimized and what it really means for world citizens.

Neoliberalism: the idea that
swallowed the world
Last summer, researchers at the
International Monetary Fund
settled a long and bitter debate
over "neoliberalism": they admitted
it exists. Three senior economists at the IMF, an organisation
not known for its incaution, published a paper questioning the
benefits of neoliberalism.
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What Collectives Are: Agency,
Individualism and Legal Theory
I read this article for another class, and thought it could be
related, the most intersting part for me would be the
"complication" it explains a bit what being an individual in a
collective means
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what_collectives_are_agency_individualism_and_legal_theory.pdf
PDF document
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Russia's conflict between Individualism
and Collectivism
https://wilsonquarterly.com/quarterly/the-post-obama-
world/only-connect-russia-between-individualism-and-
collectivism/
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